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Well, what about that TARS auction? | think everyone 
who attended thoroughly enjoyed it. Little Ed (K9HVI) did 
his usual FANTASTIC job, and yes, he reminded me about 
my comment in last month’s Sparks. But the Auction was 
a great success. | did pretty well, coming home with an old 
microphone donated by John (W9FHA) and, talk about 
good timing, Norm (W9AU) brought in some guy wire just 
about right for my upcoming tower party. | got a good deal 
and the club benefitted also. 

Coming up sometime in March will be the Red Cross 
Soccer Tournament. TARS will be helping again, and we 
will need volunteers. Anyone interested please contact me 
or any of the Board members. 

This month's meeting will be TARS Bingo! Hope 
everyone can attend. Remember, this is a white elephant 
bingo. Please bring yours in some type of packaging so it 
will be a surprise to the lucky winner. 

Bill (K4LRX) will start a No-Code Tech class on Sat- 
urday, February 14. It will run for several weeks, from 
9:00am ‘til noon on Saturdays at the Red Cross Building. If 
anyone is interested in a code class, let an officer know. 


12; Bandy N9YAI 


Calendar 


FEBRUARY 
7 Exam Session: 9:00am at the Red Cross Bldg. 
Bring a photocopy of your license, any previous exam 
credits, two forms of ID, and $6.25; call Nick NSWYG 
at 812-853-6466 for additional information, or e-mail 
Terry AASMM at tbrooks@evansville.net. 
12 TARS Board meeting: 6:30pm, Red Cross Bldg. 


12 TARS club meeting--BinGo!: 7:30, Red Cross Bldg. 


14 No-Code Tech classes start; 9:00am-noon; call Bill 
K4LRX (502-826-2687) with questions. 

28 RACES drill (Saturday am); call Norm W9AU at 963- 
5872 with questions. 


MARCH 
5 TARS Board meeting: 7:00pm, Red Cross Bldg. 

12 TARS club meeting—Jerry KDS5AT will talk about packet 
radio: 7:30pm, Red Cross Bldg. 

14 Exam Session: 9:00am at the Red Cross Bldg. 
Bring a photocopy of your license, any previous exam 
credits, two forms of ID, and $6.25; call Nick NOWYG at 
812-853-6466 for additional information, or e-mail Terry 
AAQMM at tbrooks@evansville.net. 


Examination Schedule for 1998 


TARS will conduct ham radio license exams during 
1998 in accordance with the schedule listed below. All 
exam sessions will be at the Red Cross Building, at 9:00am 
on Saturdays. 


February 7 

March 14 

April 25 (ARRL National Exam Day) 

May 23 : 

June 20 

July 25 

August 29 

September 26 (ARRL National Exam Day) 
October 31 

December 12 


Future Programs and Activities 


We had a brainstorming session at the November 
meeting to discuss ideas for programs and other club 


activities. Our VP Earl WN9HRB wrote down ideas as they 
were suggested. This is the list we came up with: 


ARRL, etc. tapes 

Homebrew night 

How to build a directional antenna for fox hunts 
Small group demonstrations 

Building small projects 

Tour Channel 44 

Jeff Lyons (Channel 14) 

Give program speakers a small gift to thank them 
Provide membership cards 

Provide doughnuts at meetings 

Certificate of deposit in the bank to save for repeater 
upkeep and improvements 

Booth at other hamfests to advertise TARS 
Have joint meetings with other ham clubs 

Tape meetings and transmit to absentees 

White elephant “swap night” 

Club code practice on the air 

Begin a TARS Jr. Club for kids; adults serve as 
Elmers 

Amateur radio quiz show 

Invite school science teachers to a demonstration 
meeting 

Work with Scouts and their “Jamboree” 

Invite Davy Crockett, state Races coordinator, to 
speak 

Club roster & names of committee members to 
membership 

23. Publish By-Laws in SPARKS 

24. Help to update website 

25. Computers in the hamshack 

26. Increase number of volunteers 

27. Maintain an “Elmers” list 
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Some of these ideas are appropriate for programs, 
others for outside activities, and still others suggest things 
we can do to keep everyone informed, to make life easier, 
and to improve our image in the community. Additional 
ideas are welcome at any time. In fact, your Editor added 
the last item, because he has been trying to get up a current 
Elmers list, but has only heard from one person besides 
himself (yes, he talks to himself!), and there is considerable 
duplication between the two of us on the list so far. In the 
same vein, item number 26 also stands out. Our ex- 
president Bill KSLPS commented on it when he left office, 
and Earl wrote about it last year. Already, the call is out for 
volunteers (for coordinating communications for the up- 
coming soccer tournaments). Where are the volunteers? 


RACES members should have received a letter from 
the Evansville EMA, asking whether you would like to par- 
ticipate in the RACES drill scheduled for February 28. We 
should have made it clearer in the letter that we would like 


. 


to hear back from you, either by mailing the letter back to 
the EMA office, with the appropriate line checked, or by cal- 
ling me (963-5872) or Adam Groupe, the new EMA Deputy 
Director (435-6020). 

In this activity, there will be specific assignments for 
people—places to go to pick up information relative to emer- 
gency conditions to report during the exercise. We will con- 
tact those who indicate a desire to participate, and specify 
emergency center assignments; many of you already know 
yours, but several people have never had an assignment. 
We'll be in touch! 

When the drill is announced, we will ask RACES 
participants to go to their emergency stations and find the 
information waiting in an envelope. When you get there and 
find your message, check in with the EOC station, which will 
be signing W9OG on the 147.15 repeater. We will take 
your report, and then may call some people back with 
further instructions, consistent with the reports received from 
the field. After all of the traffic is sent and acknowledged, 
the exercise will end; it might take about two hours or so 
before all of the reports and responses are processed. 

This will be a fairly realistic simulation of what would 
transpire during the initial hours of a real emergency, and it 
is important for RACES members to participate. If, for 
some reason, you can'tjoin in, make it a point to participate 
next year. Continued membership in RACES should in- 
clude participation in drills. Remember, when the chips are 
down, we don't want to look like a bunch of amateurs! 


Norm W9AU 


Onerating 


The Great DXCC Shootout 
By Clifford McGuyer, W9CM (ex-W9DGA, W9FC) 


| enjoyed reading W9AU, Norm's “THE GREAT 10- 
METER SHOOTOUT’ in the January 1998 Volume LII (52) 
Number 1 of Sparks. You remember, Casey K7CK and 
Norm W9AU were in a heated battle in the ARRL Ten Meter 
contest. Norm calls Casey on the telephone before the 
contest was over and reports an early final score due to rig 
problems. This was to put Casey at ease so he could take 
iteasy. Ha! Well, Casey won the battle, or so it seems--but 
maybe Norm, after putting Casey to sleep, then got back in 
the contest! We will have to wait ‘til QST publishes the final 
scores. Was Norm pulling Casey's leg to get an edge on 
him? Check the July 1998 QST. 

This reminds me of a past experience with my good 
radio amateur friend and fellow Broadcast Radio Engineer 
at WEOA, Earl “Carty” Cartwright, W9QLW. Both of us 
preferred CW in the late 30's, ‘til Pearl Harbor; we liked 
traffic handling and the ARRL appointees’ QSO parties. 
Carty had a bit of a jump on me in the race for DXCC, as 
the ten meter band was reinstated in August 1945 while | 
was still overseas in charge of high-powered transmitters 


with rhombics, and didn't get back home ‘til January 4, 1946 
after almost 4 years in WWII, three of them overseas. 

So let's get along with the story. Carty wrote a “HOW'S 
YOUR DX" Column for Sparks, and listed DX worked and 
confirmed. To simplify matters | will only list W9QLW and 
WSDGA (then my call). 

The following data was listed in Sparks Volume 1, 
Number 1 (May 1948) through Volume 2, Number 10 (Dec- 
ember 1949). The first figure is countries worked, and the 
second is countries confirmed. 


May 1948 W9GLW 76-58 WSDGA _ 59-48 
Jun 1948 W9GLW 77-60 WSDGA __ 59-50 
Jul 1948 W9GLW 77-62 W9DGA 59-51 
Aug 1948 W9GLW 77-62 WS9DGA_ 59-52 
Sep 1948 WS9GLW 77-62 WSDGA 59-52 
Oct 1948 WS9GLW 77-63 W9DGA 59-53 
Nov 1948 WS9GLW 77-63 W9DGA 59-53 
Dec 1948 WS9GLW 78-64 WSDGA 60-53 
Jan 1949 W9GLW 79-64 W9DGA_ 62-54 
Feb 1949 W9GLW_ 87-66 W9DGA_ 68-54 
Mar 1949 W9GLW 100-68 WSDGA 80-58 
Apr 1949 WS9GLW 101-72 W9DGA 86-63 
May 1949 W9GLW 106-74 WSDGA 93-65 


Jul 1949 W9GLW 111-86 
Aug 1949 W9GLW 112-86 
Sep 1949 W9GLW 115-89 
Oct 1949 W9GLW 116-94 
Nov 1949 W®9GLW 117-99 


WSDGA 105-81 
WSDGA 108-86 
WSDGA 110-90 
W9DGA 110-94 
WSDGA 117-98 


At this point in November 1949, Carty received his 
100th card. | stood at 99. | talked to Carty at the control 
room (Vendome Hotel) from the WEOA-WMLL transmitter 
site (YMCA). | pleaded as best | could, saying, “Carty you 
ought to wait before sending in your 100 DX cards to ARRL 
just in case they might throw out one of your cards.” (Trying 
my best to hold him up until | received my 100th). But to no 
avail; Carty was determined to cross the finish line first, to 
my sorrow and despair. So, in go his cards to ARRL. Next 
day | received my 100th and immediately, if not sooner, | 
ran to the Post Office and mailed in my cards, feeling sad 
for coming in second. So we both waited and sweated it 
out. Sure enough, Carty received his letter from ARRL. 
Ha! You guessed it! They only credited Carty with 99 
confirmed countries. They threw out one card, leaving him 
with 99 confirmations. 

| really felt sorry for Carty. Next couple of days Carty 
received another card and promptly sent it in. He no doubt 
was hoping one of mine would be thrown out. A couple of 
days later | received from ARRL a large envelope and pack- 
age containing my DXCC #786, dated November 30, 1949. 
Several days later Carty received his DXCC#793, But, as 
Norm stated in his column, “It's history now!” 

In Carty's “HOW’S YOUR DX’ column in the Decem- 
ber 1949 Sparks he wrote--Flash! We made it. Mac, 
WS9DGA and the oleman, W9QLW staggered into the 
DXCC after long years of sleepless nights, gallons of cof- 
fee, and cartons of cigarettes, (9DGA don't smoke). Of 
course, the boys still walk around with the twitching fingers 
(bug hand) and vacant stare. Both ears have developed to 
a large degree, and on the slightest sound can be seen to 


quiver and vibrate (sounds like a ten-cent novel); but if I’m 
not mistaken, these are the first E-town entries into DXCC. 
In the years that followed, W9HQF Allen #1174 from 
Newburgh and W9PNE Brice #2260 from Lancaster, III 
made DXCC. Both were TARS members. Wonder what 
DXCC numbers ARRL is issuing now? You can thank 
Norm, WS9AU for reminding me of this affair. 73 es DX. 


VGec WSCM (ex-W9DGA, W9FC) 


* * * * 


This message, relayed to the Editor by Bill KSLPS, is 
from Jim Russelburgh K9JQN, a TARS member who lives 
in Indy. It's about Hoosier hams contacting fellow Hoosier 
astronaut Dave Wolfe aboard MIR on December 20, 1997. 
The story was mentioned on local newscasts. MIR passed 
directly over Indy about 6:15PM Saturday, December 20, 
and all citizens had been requested to turn on porch and 
other lights so astronaut Dave Wolfe could see them. 

“You may recall that the American Astronaut currently 
on the MIR space station is David Wolf (KC5VPF) a native 
of Indianapolis. In October | was contacted by a friend of 
Dave's who wanted to know if he could talk to Dave via Ham 
Radio. | have not done much satellite work and don't have 
the equipment. So | called up Mike/AB9V who has made a 
lot of satellite contacts and has a good station set-up. Mike 
agreed to help although | forgot to mention it was going to 
be hyped as a big media event! 

“The project took some special scheduling through 
NASA, and this evening on a pass over Indianapolis starting 
at 6:15 PM local time it was very successfully completed. 
At Mike's house in Westfield we had Dave's parents, brother 
and sister, girlfriend, six close friends and news crews from 
4 local TV stations gathered together. Also the Indianapolis 
Deputy Mayor was present to read a declaration to Dave 
that today was "Astronaut David Wolf Day" in Indy. Mike's 
house was packed, and there was a line of TV news trucks 
on the street out in front with their microwave dishes sticking 
up about 40 feet (mmmm--be nice for Field Day!). 

“With Mike handling the radio David's family and 
friends each took the mike and spoke to Dave during the 
ten-minute pass. This was shown live by two local TV sta- 
tions and will be featured on the news of all four tonight and 
tomorrow. At least one station will feed it to the network, so 
it may show up beyond the local area. 

“Everyone present was impressed by Mike's equip- 
ment and how we could plot and track the satellites on 
computer. There was no QRM and afterward everyone who 
spoke to Dave commented on how clear and perfect the 
reception was. They thought he was right in the room with 
them. Many of them had talked to him before via telephone 
through NASA circuits which evidently were not always too 
good. Dave sounded very upbeat as well, I'm sure it was a 
great lift for him as well his friends and family. 

“This was a very good public relations event for Ham 
Radio as everyone came away very favorably impressed. 
We should all complement Mike/AB9V for setting this up 
and allowing a "few people” to drop in on his ham station. 
Mike is an active DXer as well as a satellite enthusiast. 


73/DX/Mike/NONS - sysop->KJ9D 


Ever Had A Bucket Day? 


Mark NONYF received this story from a friend in 
Jasper. It's a joke, but it reminds me of some days I've had, 
and maybe parts of it will sound familiar to Earl WN9HRB. 


An insurance company asked for more information 
regarding an accident claim. This was the response: 


| put ‘poor planning’ as the cause of my accident. | 
am an amateur radio operator, and was working on the top 
section of my new 80 foot tower. When | had completed my 
work, | discovered that | had brought up about 300 pounds 
of tools and spare hardware. Rather than carry the ma- 
terials down by hand, | decided to lower the items using a 
pulley. Securing the rope at ground level, | went to the top 
of the tower and loaded the tools into a small barrel. Then 
| went back to the ground and untied the rope, holding it 
tightly to ensure a slow descent of the 300 pounds of tools. 
You will note in block 11 of the accident report that | weigh 
155 pounds. Due to my surprise of being jerked off the 
ground so suddenly, | lost my presence of mind and forgot 
to let go of the rope. | proceeded at a rather rapid rate of 
speed up the side of the tower. In the vicinity of the 40 foot 
level, | met the barrel coming down. This explains my frac- 
tured skull and broken collarbone. Slowed only slightly, | 
continued my rapid ascent, not stopping until the fingers of 
my right hand were two knuckles deep into the pulley. 

| regained my presence of mind, and was able to hold 
onto the rope in spite of my pain. At the same time, how- 
ever, the barrel of tools hit the ground and the bottom fell 
out of the barrel. Devoid of the weight of the tools, the 
barrel now weighed approximately 20 pounds. | refer you 
again to my weight in block number 11. As you might 
imagine, | began a rapid descent down the side of the tower. 
In the vicinity of the 40 foot level, | met the barrel coming up. 
This accounts for the two fractured ankles, and the lacera- 
tions on my legs and lower body. The encounter with the 
barrel slowed me enough to lessen my injuries when | fell 
onto the pile of tools, so only three vertebrae were cracked. 
| am sorry to report, however, that as | lay on the tools, in 
pain, directly beneath the empty barrel 80 feet above me, | 
again lost my presence of mind, and let go of the rope..." 


Editorial: 


One Man's Opinion 


| read with great interest a recently-published opinion 
about traffic handling and public service in Amateur Radio. 
The opinion stated the days of hams handling messages 
over the airways are gone, and this service is dead! | agree 
with this opinion in some respects, and in other respects | do 
not. Anyone who doubts the help amateur radio gave in the 


Oklahoma City disaster only has to look in the pages of 
QST to see how hams swung into action when all other ave- 
nues of communications failed. 

We radio amateurs have a proud heritage of public 
service dating back eight decades. We have always as- 
sisted others, providing emergency communications when 
called upon, and will continue to do so whenever needed. 

Recently, a trend has been developing on the local 
scene, in which the organizers of community activities such 
as sporting events and parades try to handle their own 
communications. We have seen the results: cell phones 
don't work, connections can't be made, and people who are 
not communications savvy add to the confusion. 

Most fail to establish a centrally located point, or as 
we say “Net Control,” and leave serious doubt as to who is 
really in charge of communications. The question is, why 
have they failed to call on TARS, or amateur radio in gen- 
eral, for reliable and orderly communications? 

Perhaps we have not given ourselves enough positive 
publicity. Most people think we and citizen’s banders are 
one in the same. Perhaps we need to explain the dif- 
ference, and even demonstrate it. Why not have a meeting 
night open to the public. We could show off rigs, home- 
brew projects, photos, QSL cards, and in general glad-hand 
and gab with everyone. We can answer questions, and we 
can brag a little about what we have done with ham radio. 

We can show the public what we are about, what 
ham radio really is, and give them some time to think about 
it. Who knows, we may get some new hams among us. If 
you are in favor of this activity, we will need to publicize it as 
much as possible, even in the newspapers, and public ser- 
vice ads on radio and television. You might be responsible 
for getting someone started in this fine hobby, or you just 
might feel good about the next public service event, in which 
you projected a positive image for ham radio! 


THIS IS ONE MAN'S OPINION! OY, K4LRX 


Member News 


Welcome back old member, Tom J. Dickerson WAOOTU, 
and new members: Brazel O. Estes KB9EPD; Charles H. 
Miller; Charlie Riordan KB5VIR; and Kurt Weber KB9RRC. 


Congratulations Mark NONYF and Jane Parker on the birth 
of their twins Matthew and Kathryn on January 3, 1998. 


February Birthdays: 2 Larry KB9KVX; 6 George W2VKY; 
8 Bev W9BC; 14 Don KB9NAW, and John W9FHA; 19 
Clifford W9CM; 22 Jerry N9LDH; 22 Janet N9XYA; 25 
Geneva WD9HUN; 27 Pat N9ZEM. 


Now is the time to renew your TARS Membership for 
1998! The 1998 TARS membership drive is well underway. 
Our current membership stands at 103. Thank you for your 
support. If you haven't already, please renew your TARS 
membership now. The money we collect is used to support 


club activities such as repeater upkeep, charitable and pub- 
lic service endeavors, and recreation. 

Your current membership status is indicated on your 
SPARKS mailing label. If no year appears above your 
name on the label, then your records are up to date for 
1998 (or 1999), and you can expect to receive full member- 
ship benefits, or complimentary SPARKS, through 1998. If 
there is a“1997" above your name, time is running out, and 
SPARKS deliveries will stop. So, please renew your mem- 
bership, or consider joining our distinguished organization. 

Attached is a 1998 TARS member application form. 
Even if you're an old member, please fill out the form and 
submit it as soon as possible. The information you provide 
is entered into our data base, and retained for future re- 
ference. The name, call, address, phone, birth month and 
day, and e-mail address, of members will be published in 
SPARKS. If you wish your personal information be unlisted, 
please drop KB9LXZ a line. Applications and checks made 
out to TARS, can be sent to TARS, PO Box 4521, Evans- 
ville, IN 47724, or forwarded to me, Joanne KB9LXZ, 
through any TARS officer or board member. 

Don't forget to join or renew your ARRL membership 
through the club. Submit your completed ARRL form with 
payment (checks made out to TARS) to the TARS trea- 
surer, KB9LXZ. We have ARRL application forms. 


* * * * 


One of the items (#9) on the suggestion list generated 
during the 11/13/97 meeting was to supply membership 
cards. Well, if you didn’t know it, TARS does issue cards, 
but (at the moment) on an informal basis. Some back- 
ground is necessary: | received the treasurer's briefcase at 
the first board meeting of 1997. There were a lot of club 
papers to sort through. Among them was a box of mem- 
bership cards that had been filled out for those members 
who had paid their 1996 dues. | didn’t count them, but there 
had to be at least 100 cards. Each card was neatly hand 
written, including the member's name and call, the year 
(1996), and personally signed by the president and trea- 
surer. | told the Board about these cards that were never 
distributed, and asked them if we really needed to issue 
cards for 1997. Because TARS membership cards perform 
no necessary function, | was all for discontinuing them, and 
apparently convinced the Board. We decided that we didn’t 
need them, because they were not required for anything 
“official.” 

Don’t get me wrong--I like membership cards, and | 
have a wallet full of them. In fact, | remember asking Greg 
for my membership card soon after | got my ham license 
and paid my TARS dues. At the time, | didn’t realize how 
hectic the treasurer's job was, especially during the early 
months of the year during the membership drive. (HINT: 
Be patient with your overworked TARS treasurer, and send 
in your dues as close as possible to the first of the year!) 

So, for the moment, this is where we stand on the 
matter of membership cards. If you have paid your dues for 
1998 and would like a membership card, just let me know 
(during a meeting, over the phone, or by mail at the TARS 
PO Box or my home address), and we'll issue you a card 
ASAP. We have a few years worth of nice printed cards 
with the TARS logo embossed in red. As for the future of 
TARS membership cards, | can suggest a few options, and 


I'll bet the membership can think of a few more. Instead of 
taking up more space in this issue of Sparks by outlining 
possible fates of TARS membership cards, I'll ask our 
president, Randy N9YAI, to put “membership cards” on the 
agenda for the February meeting. | will present options, 
their pros and cons, and ask for ideas and comments. 
Please feel free to speak up then, give me a call, or let me 
know in writing what you think. 


Coanne KB9LXZ 


Treasurer's Report 


January 1998 (Prepared 1/31/98) 


Opening Balance $4203.48 
Receipts: 

Memberships 922.50 
Auction donations 45.08 
ARRL Renewal 2.00 
Interest 4.51 
Expenditures: 

SPARKS (paper) =a) 52182) 
Repeater (telephone) - 16.29 
Meeting refreshments - 32.78 
Engraving - (ay 75) 
Ending Balance $ 5070.43 


Coanne KB9LXZ 


Minutes: Board Meeting for 


January, 1998 


The meeting was called to order at 6:40 by Randy N9YAI. The 
TARS web page was discussed, and there was renewed resolve 
to keep it current, with recent issues of Sparks and articles on 
emergency communications (RACES), etc. posted. Darlene has 
made an arrangement with Honey Fluff Bakery for delivery of 
donuts to the Red Cross Building for meetings. We will need a 
coordinator for this year's soccer tournaments (any volunteers). 
MiSMA and IRC will be put on the TARS complimentary mailing list. 
Joanne reported that Christmas Party expenses were $476.69. 
Our insurance agent, Charles W. Schultz wants to come to a 
Board meeting to discuss matters of club and officer insurance. 
There was discussion of holding a No-Code Tech licensing class. 
As yet, no firm date has been set for the start, but it could be late 
this month. The meeting adjourned at 7:05pm. These minutes 
submitted by Norm King W9AU. 


Minutes: Club Meeting For 


January, 1997 


The TARS meeting was called to order at 7:30 by Randy, N9YAI. 
Minutes of the previous meeting and the Treasurer's report were 


accepted as published in the January issue of Sparks. A No-Code 
Tech class will begin soon, possibly late this month. More Elmers 
are needed--please volunteer. Also, we will need a soccer tour- 
nament coordinator for this year. Again, we need volunteers! Mark 
NONYF was congratulated on the arrival of twin harmonics Matt- 
hew and Kathryn. Next month will be Bingo! Bring a white 
elephant, wrapped so it is a mystery, for prizes; the club will supply 
additional prizes. This completed the business matters, and Big Ed 
K9HVI took the "podium" to get the auction going. Lots of really 
great stuff was sold off! These minutes submitted by Norm King 
W9AU. 


TARS Elmers 


John Small, W9FHA 867-7058: Antennas (no 
climbing!); kit building; operating, including 
contesting, rag chewing, portable opera- 
tions, and general topics 


Norm King, W9AU 963-5872: RACES; Antennas 
(I can climb if it's safe and not too high); 
contesting 


Elmer, where are you? 


We need people who can help with: electrical, 
computer, digital, and other topics! 


Your name and callsign--? 


Your name and callsign--? 


OFFICERS: 
PRESIDENT: 
Randy Jobe, N9SYAI 476-7583 
VICE PRESIDENT: 
Bill Hilyerd, K4LRX 502-826-2687 
TREASURER: 
Joanne Alexandrovich, KB9LXZ 963-5872 
SECRETARY: 
Norm King, W8AU 963-5872 


BOARD OF DIRECTORS: 
Charlie Apfelstadt, N9GWS 477-7716 
Nick Harlan, NSWYG 853-6466 
Greg McLain, KB9GNL 422-8459 
Kenny Molinet, NSYAH 963-3211 
Mark Parker, NSNYF 422-7586 
Wayne Wilzbacher, NSXXZ_ 421-1112 


Sparks is published monthly as the newsletter of the 
Tri-State Amateur Radio Society 
P.O. Box 4521, Evansville, IN 47724 


Editor: Norm King, W9AU 
9334 Motz Rd., Evansville, IN 47720 
phone: 963-5872; E-mail: nking.ucs@smtp.usi.edu 
Submissions due by last Thursday of the month. 
TARS web page: http://www.evansville.net/~tars 
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MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION 


Please fill out if you want to join TARS. If you are already a member, fill out to update records. 


Name Call License Class 

Address Telephone 

City State Zip 

How long have you been a ham? Are you an ARRL member? 
What is your occupation? Birthday mo: day: 


Do you have any portable or emergency equipment? 


HF 2 meter 440 Mz 


Antennas [ATV Other 


Use back of form if needed to list special equipment and talents. 
E-Mail Address 
Do you check into any nets? Which ones (list) 


What is your favorite type of amateur activity 


What type of programs would you like to have at TARS meetings? 


Do you plan to use the TARS repeaters? Which ones? 


2 Meter Phone Patch ATV Packet Node? 


_ Regular member ... $25.00 
__ Add‘! family member/full 
membership privileges $5.00 
__ Associate member .. $25.00 
_— Add’! family member/full 
membership privileges $5.00 
__. Senior Member .... $12.50 


If you had an Autodial slot last year, what is it? 
What was the telephone number assigned to this slot? 


If you want an Autodial slot for 7998, list the phone number you want 
assigned to it 
Same as last year? 


__ Add’| family member/full 
membership privileges $2.50 
__ Student member(thru High 
School-no voting .. FREE 
___. Student member/full 
membership privileges $12.50 
__ Handicapped member 


Please mail this application with your check payable to TARS to 


TARS 
PO Box 4521 
Evansville, IN 47724 


or give to any club officer. 


Club Meetings are the 2nd Thursday of each month at the Red Cross, corner of Diamond and Heidelbach, at 7:30 P. M. 


Tri-State Amateur Radio Society 
PO Box 4521 NONPROFIT ORG. 
Evansville, IN 47724 U.S. EOSIAGE 


EVANSVILLE, IN 
PERMIT NO. 3048 


“Sra 


WEWSLETTEM 


Bill & Marilyn Cook 
6400 Pfafflin Lake Blvd 
Newburgh, IN 47630-1826 


sill w90G 


TRI-STATE 
AMATEUR RADIO SOCIETY 


EVANSVILLE 


wsoG 


The Tri-State Amateur Radio Society Newsletter 


March 1998 Vol. LII, No. 3 


If you didn't attend the TARS bingo party you missed 
one great time, The white elephant idea worked out great. 
We had plenty of great gifts and a lot of laughs. TARS pro- 
vided the last 2 prizes of 10 dollars each, thanks to our 
quick minded Treasurer Joanne (KB9LXZ). Our BINGO 
QUEEN Delores (KASKRD) did a fantastic job, although she 
did have a little trouble with her "N's". That's an inside joke, 
so if you weren't there you missed it. Thanks a lot, Delores, 
for a great time. 

The Red Cross Soccer Tournament is coming up soon, 
and Greg (KB9GNL) has graciously agreed to take charge 
of the TARS involvement. We are going to need many vol- 
unteers, so if your interested in helping with this exciting 
event, contact Greg or any officer or Board member. 

By the time you read this, the RACES drill will be history 
(see Norm's write-up). | would like to encourage all TARS 
members to be active participants in RACES, as it is impor- 
tant for us to be prepared for emergencies. For further in- 
formation about RACES, contact Norm (W9AU). 

For the March meeting, Jerry (KDSAT) will explain the 
mysteries of packet radio. The April meeting will be a “field 
trip” with John W9FHA to the SIGECO facility at Main and 
Division. See the details in the Calendar section for April. 


73, and 72 to all you QRP'ers, Qaandy N9YAI 


Calendar 
MARCH 


5 TARS Board meeting: 7:00pm, Red Cross Bldg. 
12 RACES meeting (see the RACES column): 7:00pm, 
Red Cross Bldg. 
12 TARS club meeting—Jerry KDSAT will talk about packet 
tadio: 7:30pm, Red Cross Bldg. 
14 Exam Session: 9:00am at the Red Cross Bldg. Bring 


a photocopy of your license, any previous exam credits, 
two forms of ID, and $6.25; call Nick NSWYG at 812- 
853-6466 for additional information, or e-mail Terry 
AAQMM at tbrooks@evansville.net. 


APRIL 

2 TARS Board meeting: 7:00pm, Red Cross Bldg. 

9 TARS club meeting—at 7:00pm, John W9FHA will lead 
a tour of SIGECO control centers. Go to the SIGECO 
building at the corner of Division Street and Main Street; 
the entrance is across Main from the McDonald's res- 
taurant. Due to shift change time, the meeting will start 
at 7:00pm sharp (please be on time!). The tour will 
allow you to see how they manage and control the flow 
of gas and electrical energy. Following the tour, we will 
convene in the conference room for a further explana- 
tion of the communications that makes it all possible. 

25 Exam Session (ARRL National Exam Day): 9:00am at 
the Red Cross Bldg. Bring a photocopy of your license, 
any previous exam credits, two forms of ID, and $6.25; 
call Nick NOWYG at 812-853-6466 for information, or 
e-mail Terry AAQMM at tbrooks@evansville. net. 

25 Walk America at Garvin Park. Volunteers are needed. 
Call Mike NSRAH at 985-2097 or Dave NSJWV at 838- 
5307 (h) or 838-1314 (w). 


Abig Thank you to all RACES members who par- 
ticipated in the drill on Saturday morning, February 28. 
Such drills are critical for maintaining readiness to support 
our community in time of need. We hope that need never 
arises, and we've been lucky in recent years here in Evans- 
ville. That is precisely why we need to practice. The ex- 
periences of our neighbors in Petersburg and Allendale, 
Illinois show the wisdom of being prepared. 

This year, RACES volunteers went to specified loca- 
tions to report on conditions there. The conditions were 
either scenarios spelled out in messages left on site by EMA 
personnel, or were real conditions reported in response to 
real-time requests by EMA for information about the site. 


Yours truly, W9AU, and Chris Lantaff, KESYK, served as 
Net Control operators, signing W9OG on the 147.15 re- 
peater; AA9MM and NONYF were also present at the EOC. 
Both Adam Groupe and Sherman Greer of EMA observed 
the drill to assess its effectiveness and to see where EMA 
might be able to offer additional support. 

Active participants in the drill included (alphabetically by 
suffix): W9AU, WASC, WBSFNN, KB9LXZ, AASMM, NONYF, KB9OPV, 
KB9PAG, KB9PZZ, KF9RR, WB9VPG, N4xI, NOYAH, N9YAI, KESYK, 
and KA9ZHY; K9LMJ also checked in from Vincennes. Special 
thanks to those volunteers who visited more than a single 
site. Emergency shelters and other locations activated in- 
clude St. John's Catholic Church (WB9FNN), Zoar United 
Church of Christ (KB9PZZ and KASZHY), Central H.S. (N4XI), 
Harrison H.S. (WB9VPG and KF9RR), St. Paul's United 
Church of Christ (N9YAH), Armstrong Recreation Center 
(KB9LXZ), Highland School (WA9C), Scott School (WB9FNN), 
Building Trades Center (NSNYF), Stockwell School (N9YAI), 
Newburgh Public Library (KB9OPV), St. Anthony's Church 
(KB9PAG), Moto-Mart at Hwy 65 and I-64 (KB9LXZ), USI 
(KA9ZHY), Angel Mounds (KF9RR), Boonville Public Library 
(KB9OPV), Burdette Park (N4xXI), and EMA Garage (AA9MM). 
We even had a report from John N4xI about the CSX derail- 
ment near Ohio Street--the real thing. We had a few ori- 
ginal scenarios called in, too. Good work, people! 

After the last message was received and the drill end- 
ed, a recap meeting was held to discuss the event. W9AU, 
NONYF, KBSPAG, KF9ORR, KE9YK, Adam Groupe, and Sherman 
Greer were in attendance. Several excellent suggestions 
were made, among them: identifying the activity as a drill 
more often; refraining from “normal” kinds of ham chatter, 
sticking economically to RACES business matters; estab- 
lishing alternate frequencies for transmitting more lengthy 
bits of traffic such as lists (and, of course, going to packet 
for the same thing); changing over to “tactical” callsigns, 
meaning that once a facility has been activated, calling the 
location rather than a ham’'s callsign (e.g., “Harrison High 
School, this is EMA"; that would be legal during an emer- 
gency or a drill); making everybody familiar with the 155 
MHz radios and procedures for operating on that band; 
holding one or two meetings each year for RACES mem- 
bers to discuss drill plans and operating. We will continue 
evaluating the drill, looking for additional ways to make 
potential disaster communications run like clockwork. We 
would like to hear from anybody who has a suggestion. 
What do YOU think? 

As for the last item, while we don’t want membership in 
RACES to be burdensome, we are striving for a profes- 
sional “look” for RACES. In this vein, there will be an In 
Service instructional session for RACES members immed- 
iately before the TARS club meeting on March 12: 7:00pm 
at the Red Cross Building; Adam Groupe will review the 155 
MHz system, and operating procedures for the hand-held 
radios. All RACES members should attend, whether or not 
they are TARS members or plan to attend the TARS meet- 
ing. Remember, RACES and TARS are independent or- 
ganizations, and we have begun making a better effort to 
communicate with all RACES members, rather than just 
through the pages of Sparks. This write-up, and all subse- 
quent pieces, will be mailed separately, as our own RACES 
newsletter, to non-TARS RACES members. 


Inside the EOC communications room during the RACES drill, 
February 28, 1998. Norm W9AU (center) looks to Adam Groupe, 
EMA Deputy Director (right), asking “OK, where'd you put that 
envelope?” Chris KE9YK (left) looks on. Photo by AASMM. 


The nature of the drill on Saturday, February 28, and its 
results (16 participants in the field, 18 sites activated, 35 re- 
ports received) will be transmitted to the State EMA in Indi- 
anapolis by the local EMA office, and | will report on our drill 
to Dave Crockett, WA9ZCE, the State RACES Coordinator. 
I think they will see that Vanderburgh County is in business! 
Thanks again to the dedicated RACES members who have 
helped put us on the map. 


Nom W9AU 


Editorial: 


One Man's Opinion 


According to the recent rules which went in to effect, all 
of you--that is, 100% of us hams--have performed the RF 
safety measures aimed toward that nasty exposure we have 
all had for years. This is a real problem, according to the 
latest and greatest information we have been supplied with 
from our government. Right! Of course itis! 

This whole situation gives me a chuckle or two every 
time | read a little more about it. First, it was announced 
that some form of RF safety measure would be presented 
to us in early ‘97, but nothing was heard from our well-run, 
efficient government until December of ‘97. This gave the 
amateur service a few weeks at best to make the needed 
changes to comply by the deadline of January 1, 1998. 

At first, a rigid 50 watt threshold was suggested for all 
bands 160-10 meters, but this was soon dropped because 
this power level does not correspond to most amateur tran- 
sceivers in HF usage. The power threshold was increased 


to a more reasonable value, except for 10 meters, which is 
somehow worse for us then the other HF bands. 

In late '97, the long-awaited charts appeared, and now 
what do we have? We have unenforceable guidelines for 
a hazard which never existed in the first place, created only 
to appease our Congress! What we really have is bureau- 
cracy atits finest, my fellow radio amateurs! 

Upon publishing the charts, QST posed the questions 
"Who is going to enforce this? Why bother?,” then com- 
mented “This is ridiculous anyway!” | could not agree more. 
Who is going to average their air time, figure their average 
power for conversational CW or SSB, compute the expo- 
sure values, move their antennas, and measure the dis- 
tance of their antenna to their neighbor's house? 

Of course, it was acknowledged that we amateurs are 
known for adherence to regulations, but consider this; | bet 
your local CBer with his illegal amplifier will not likely bother 
with these RF safety measures! | am not suggesting you 
ignore the new regulations. Far from it. | suggest you just 
use common sense and a practical approach for the 
placement of antennas. If you do not feel the need to pin 
the other guy's S meter, then do not use high power levels! 

| feel the Commission's time would have been better 
spent enforcing existing rules and regulations, the ones they 
have neglected for the past decade, instead of creating yet 
another rule that has little chance of succeeding. 

Of course, this is ONE MAN'S OPINION! 


OU varrx 


Elizabeth “Betty” Miller 
Elizabeth “Betty” Miller, widow of 
the late Ray Miller, W9OG, died Feb- 
tuary 22, 1998 at age 87, W9OG has 
been the TARS callsign for over 20 
years. Betty was a member of TARS 
and other local amateur radio clubs. 


She retired from Finke Furniture Com- 
pany, and was a lifelong member of 
Central United Methodist Church, She 
was a 50-year member of Eastern 
Star, and was a member of White 
Shrine and Daughters of the Nile. 
TARS sent a floral arrangement. 


Spring is fast approaching, and with it brings the 
pleasantries of rebirth including crocuses, forsythia, daffo- 
dils, and the nesting of numerous creatures. At this time of 
year, | also look forward to longer days, school recess, and 
even, with much trepidation, severe weather. 

As a student of the earth with formative years beginning 
in the sixties, any phenomenon that whispers the power of 
nature evokes a two syllable "cool" from me. As an adult, 
| have learned to funnel my awe with the practiced responsi- 


bility of a scientist. It is in the scientist's hat that | convey my 
opinion and news to you this month. 

Over the last few years many residents of Evansville 
and vicinity have been disappointed by the closing of the 
Evansville National Weather Service Office. This action, 
part of the modernization plan for the NWS (National 
Weather Service), ended a formidable 100 year long man- 
ned observer, weather office tradition. Be reassured, 
however, we will still get continuous weather records from 
Evansville, thanks to the technology of ASOS (Automated 
Surface Observing System) operated by the NWS at the 
Evansville Regional Airport. 

When it comes right down to it, the most crucial service 
the NWS provides is that of alerting, hence protecting the 
public from the wrath of severe weather. The loss of the 
office in Evansville, by my analysis, has put the Tri-State at 
more risk for severe weather, because the signs of nasty 
low-level weather systems are not likely to be identified in 
time to alert the public to eminent danger. 

| haven't given up hope that the government will change 
its position, and fund a Doppler radar for Evansville. I'm 
convinced that it is our government's responsibility by law. 
Much of the coverage by the media on this issue portrays a 
rather grim future, but there is still a chance that a NWS 
Office (NWSO) will be reopened in the Tri-State area. On 
March 17th, the Modernization Transition Committee (MTC) 
will get together once again to make a decision on the fate 
of the Evansville NWSO. All indications are that the final 
decommissioning will again be postponed, providing one 
more stay of execution. 

So, there is no reason to yet mourn the death of the 
Evansville NWS Office. In fact, recently an NWS presence 
has been reestablished in Evansville. The Paducah NWSO 
has appointed a veteran staff member, Mr. Ron Fields, to 
serve as Special Liaison Officer to the Tri-State. Ron is 
here to provide information and training to the public, and to 
improve the products and services the Paducah office can 
give us using the existing technology of the NWS. Ron's 
office is in the communications room of the Evansville- 
Vanderburgh County Emergency Management Agency, 
Ron’s phone number is (812) 424-7861. He has indicated 
that his door is always open, and | know he'd especially like 
to talk to hams, because presently he is taking the TARS- 
sponsored no code technician class. 

Ron, myself, Norm W9AU, Mark Parker NONYF, and 
the EMA's Sherman Greer and Adam Groupe, recently met 
to discuss the development of operation plans for the Tri- 
State Weather Emergency Net based on 147.150 MHz. For 
the first time since I've lived in Evansville (four years), | ex- 
pect to see a formal weather net using codified procedures 
putin place. Plans for this net will be completed sometime 
near the end of March. The general strategy will be one 
that has room to grow. We'll start with a handful of control 
operators and spotters, and expand as the roles and capa- 
bilities of participants become better defined. 

If you have any ideas or comments about the Tri-State 
Weather Emergency Net, please contact me in writing or by 
phone. I'd also like to hear from anyone who is ready to 
commit considerable time to the weather net (that includes 
packet) initiative. More casual “wanna be” observers can 
sign up when we are organized and make an official call for 
volunteers and new recruits. 


| am optimistic about our plans for the weather net, but 
hope we won't have to use it too much and that the NWS 
network will spot all threats of severe weather. No matter 
how you look atit.........it all boils down to communication. 


Coanne KB9LXZ 


TARS Constitution 


One of the suggestions during our brain-storming ses- 
sion last November was to publish the TARS constitution. 
Since this is not a secret society, that seems to be a reas- 
onable request. Here it is: 


TRI-STATE AMATEUR RADIO SOCIETY, INCORPORATED 


Federal Communications Commission Rules and Regulations specify in Para- 

graph 97.1 that "the rules and regulations in this part are designed to provide an 

amateur radio service having a fundamental purpose as expressed in the 
following principles: 

(a) Recognition and enhancement of the value of the amateur service to the 
public as a voluntary noncommercial communications service, particularly 
with respect to providing emergency communications. 

(b) Continuation and extension of the amateur's proven ability to contribute to 
the advancement of the radio art. 

(c) Encouragement and improvement of the amateur service through rules 
which provide for advancing skills in both the communications and technical 
phases of the art. 

(d) Expansion of the existing reservoir within the amateur service of trained 
operators, technicians and electronics experts. 

(e) Continuation and extension of the amateur's unique ability to enhance 
international goodwill.” 


We, the designers of this constitution, proclaim the accomplishment of the fore- 
going principles as the primary purpose of this group and do hereby constitute 
ourselves the Tri-State Amateur Radio Society and enact this constitution as our 
governing laws, 


ARTICLE|! 
All provisions of previous constitutions of the Tri-State Amateur Radio Society are 
hereby repealed and the constitutional provisions and bylaws enacted hereunder 
shall be the governing laws of the Society. 
ARTICLE Il 
The name of this organization shall be Tri-State Amateur Radio Society, 
Incorporated, or abbreviated with the letters TARS as used herein. 
ARTICLE Ill Government and Management: 
Section |: The officers of TARS (to be elected for a period of one year) shall be: 
a, President 
b. Vice President 
c. Secretary 
d. Treasurer 
Section Il: There shall be six Directors to be non officer members of TARS, 
elected for a two year term, three each in alternating years. 
ARTICLE IV Duties of Officers: 
Section |: The President shall preside at all meetings, represent TARS in all 
external affairs, vote an all questions where a vote affects the issue, be an ex 
Officio of all committees (except the Awards Committee), call special meetings, 
appoint committees as necessary and enforce the constitution and rulings of 
TARS and its Board of Directors. 
Section Il: The Vice President shall, in the absence of the President, preside at 
all meetings of TARS and of the Board of Directors and, should the office of the 
President be vacated before the expiration of the current term, the Vice President 


shall automatically become President for the remainder of said term. The Vice 
President is program chairman. 
Section Ill: The Secretary shall keep a record of the proceedings of all meetings 
of TARS, the Board of Directors and all committees. He should see that at least 
a summary of the activities at all TARS functions is recorded and supplied to the 
Editor of the club newsletter. He shall submit to the membership and/or the 
appropriate officers all communications received pertinent to the business of 
TARS. 
Section IV: The Treasurer shall receive and receipt all monies paid to TARS 
and shall deposit same in the official depositories of TARS. He shall disburse 
same by directive from the Board of Directors. He shall be responsible for the 
compilation of correct names and addresses of all members and periodically 
provide the newsletter Editor with a current, accurate mailing list. He shall inform 
the membership, when necessary, regarding the eligibility of voters or candidates 
for office. He shall keep all the financial records of TARS and shall submit a 
financial statement monthly, to the Board and to the newsletter Editor for 
distribution, to members only, each month, 
ARTICLE V Board of Directors: 
Section |: The term "Board of Directors" or "Board" as used herein shall refer to 
the six elected directors plus the four elected officers. 
Section Il: The Board shall propose the policies and generally direct the 
activities of TARS and approve all bills for payment and exercise general 
management of TARS. Such control shall not take away the individual members’ 
rights to approve any expenditure or activities as long as they are members in 
good standing. Such right of approval shall take the form of votes where the 
majority rules. 

Section Ill: The Board may, at any meeting, counsel with committees or 

committee chairpersons relative to TARS business. The Board has the right to 

summon same into joint session. 

ARTICLE VI Membership: 

Section |: To be eligible for membership, an applicant must hold a valid Amateur 

Radio Operator license or have a genuine interest in Amateur Radio, 

Section Il: Membership in TARS will be as follows: 

a. REGULAR MEMBERS; Regular membership in TARS shall consist of 
those persons holding a valid Amateur Radio Operator license who want 
full voting privileges and Sparks and pay the assigned dues. 

b. ASSOCIATEMEMBERS: Associate membership in TARS shall consist of 
those persons with a genuine interest in Amateur Radio. They shall not 
hold elective office or vote. They will be sent copies of Sparks. 

c, STUDENT: Student membership shall consist of those persons who hold 
valid Amateur Radio Operator license or have a genuine interest in Ama- 
teur Radio and who are attending a recognized institution of learning on a 
full time basis. Their privileges shall be the same as an Associate Member. 

d. SENIOR: Senior membership shall consist of those persons holding a 
valid Amateur Radio Operator license, 65 years of age or older, who want 
full voting privileges and Sparks and pay assigned dues. Senior members 
are granted full repeater privileges at no cost. 

e. HANDICAPPED: Handicapped membership may be extended to those 
individuals who, because of their handicap, are unable to obtain gainful 
employment They will be allowed the privileges and pay the membership 
costs as Senior Members, The Board will act on each application for 
Handicapped Membership on an individual basis. 

f. A member in good standing is one who has no debts or legal action 
incurred between himself and TARS, whose dues are paid up and has no 
action pending for expulsion. 

Section Ill: Any member may be expelled from membership by a majority vote 

of the franchised members present at two consecutive meetings, if he knowingly 

and willingly violated a law or rule or regulation of the Federal Communications 

Commission or the TARS Constitution, or where, in the opinion of the majority of 

the members, he has ceased to be a person of good character or in good 

community standing. 

ARTICLE VII Meetings: 

Section |; Regular monthly meetings shall be held on dates set by mutual 

agreement of members at such places as the President shall designate. In the 

eventit is impossible to hold the meeting on the regular date, members shall be 
so informed of the change in a reasonable time prior to the meeting. Such action 
should never be done by Amateur Radio only. Use of announcement by 
broadcast radio, telephone, or other measures should be used to make maximum 


effort to reach members who may not, for whatever reason hear word spread via 

amateur radio. 

Section ll: Special meetings may be held at the discretion of the President or the 

Board. 

ARTICLE Vill Amendments: 

Section |: This constitution may be amended only by vote of two thirds of the 

total franchised members present at the time of voting or voting by pre-distributed 

ballots. 

Section Il: To amend this constitution, the following procedure must be observed: 

a. — Proposals for amendment must be submitted, in writing, to the Secretary at 
a regular meeting of TARS and read to the members present at that time 
and at the next two successive regular meetings. Also, the contents of said 
amendment shall be printed in two successive issues of the club newsletter. 

b. Attwo successive regular meetings, there must be an affirmative vote by 
two thirds of the franchised members present or voting by mail. 

c, Voting on amendments and/or proposals of amendment shall occur only on 
regular meeting dates and by franchised members. 

ARTICLE IX 

Robert's Rules of Order shall be the parliamentary authority for all matters of 

procedure not specifically covered by this constitution or its bylaws. 


CURRENT BYLAWS (effective 1/1/90) 

ARTICLE| Elections: 

Section |: Tobe eligible for election to any office or to the Board of Directors, the 

franchised member must have been a member in good standing for at least one 

year previous. 

Section Il: To be eligible for an appointive office of TARS, the member must 

have been in good standing for at least six months previous. 

Section Ill: Election of officers shall occur at the regular November meeting of 

TARS. 

Section IV: Election shall be by secret ballot and participated in by all franchised 

members in good standing who are present at the appointed time or have chosen 

to exercise their right to vote through the U.S.Mail. 

a. The Board shall appoint a four man nominating committee consisting of at 
least one member who has held an elected office in TARS. This committee 
shall be appointed at least 30 days before the September meeting. It 
should seek nominations from the floor for offices and Board vacancies at 
both the September and October meetings. In addition, this committee 
shall actively seek qualified 'candidates for all offices and Board vacancies. 

b. After the October meeting, the nominating committee shall prepare a ballot 
containing the names of all qualified candidates and mail it with Sparks in 
time for return to the Secretary before the beginning of the November 
meeting. 

c, Ballots on votes for officers and directors received by mail and collected 
from the floor at the November meeting shall be counted by three TARS 
members and then announced prior to the close of the meeting. 

d. Inthe event the President or any other officer or board member resigns or 
otherwise leaves office in mid term, the board is authorized to call a special 
election, if necessary, to fill the vacancy. 

Section VI: Officers of TARS or members of the Board of Directors may be 

removed from office on the motion and second by franchised members at two 

consecutive meetings and by a majority vote of those franchised members 
attending each meeting. 

Section Vil: Itis the desire of the membership that the nominating committee try 

to get the Vice President to move up to the President's office, the Treasurer 

succeed the Vice President, the Secretary take the Treasurer's office and elect 

a new Secretary, or, if they prefer the Secretary and/or Treasurer may run for 

re-election rather than change office. 

Section Vill: When issues for members to vote on are sent by mail, these ballots 

must be received by the Secretary no later than the beginning of the meeting 

following receipt and failure to receive in time does not mean action based on 
received ballots cannot be held legal and final. 

Section IX: Newly elected officers and directors who are to be installed at the 

January meeting should attend the December Board meeting to meet with the 

outgoing officers and directors before they take office. 

ARTICLE Il Dues and Assessments: 

Section 1: The dues of both the franchised and associate members shall be in 


the amount approved by membership vote, subject to periadic review and adjust- 

ment. Student dues shall be fifty percent of this amount. 

1, Full membership dues shall be $8.00 annually, due in January, 

2.  Fulluse of the TARS repeaters shall cost $12.00 annually, due in January, 
in addition to regular dues. 

3. All dues shall be paid promptly in the month of January and be accom- 
panied by the TARS membership application. Dues shall be for a full 
calendar year, regardless of when received, except that dues received after 
July 1 will be 50% of the annual dues for each membership class. 

4. tis the Treasurer's duty to notify any member that his dues are in arrears. 

Section Il: Any assessment in excess of one dollar requires approval by the vote 

of a majority of the voting members of TARS present at any regular meeting. No 

family shall be assessed more than one full membership unless they wish 
individual voting privileges. 

ARTICLE Ill Limitation of Liabilities: 

Section |; TARS shall not be liable for the actions of any individual member or 

group of members of TARS not authorized by the officers or the Board of 

Directors. 

Section Il: TARS shall not incur or perpetuate any liability or obligation what- 

soever that will subject any individual member or group of members of TARS to 

public liability. 

Section Ill: All obligations shall be for the benefit and purposes of TARS and its 

membership as a whole. 

ARTICLE IV Insurance: 

Section |: It shall be the policy of TARS to maintain adequate liability insurance 

to sufficiently protect TARS and its members, regardless of class. 

ARTICLE V TARS Newsletter: 

1. The name of the Society's newsletter shall be "SPARKS." 

2. The President shall appoint a member of TARS to act as editor of the 
newsletter during his term of office. The editor shall serve at the discretion 
of the President and the Board jointly, and this editor shall have the 
authority to appoint his assistants. 

ARTICLE VI Awards Committee: 

1. The Honorary Awards Committee shall operate totally without interference 
of any TARS officer, Director, committee or member of from individuals 
outside TARS. The sole purpose of this committee's activities is to seek out 
and publicize members who, during a particular year, have made significant 
contributions to local amateur radio. Its operation is set down under a 
separate set of bylaws. 

2. This shall be a permanent committee consisting of a chairman and two 
members. 

3. The Awards Chairman is to be selected by majority vote of the Board. The 
only qualification for this chairman is that he is someone who has been 
awarded the John E. McCutchan Memorial Award. This Chairman shall 
serve as long as he wishes. 

ARTICLE VII Affiliation: 

1, It shall be the policy of TARS to affiliate itself with the American Radio 
Relay League. 

2. — Itshall be permissible for TARS hereafter to affiliate itself with any and all 
recognized and reputable organizations now existing or arising for the 
furtherance of Amateur Radio and the common good of TARS. 

3. Such affiliation must be approved by the Board and receive an affirmative 
vote of franchised members. 

ARTICLE VIII 

1. Regular meetings will be held on the second Thursday of each month at 
7:30 PM at the American Red Cross building, The Board of Directors will 
meet the first Thursday of each month at 7:00 PM at the American Red 
Cross Building. 

2. The cost of an ad in Sparks shall be set by the Board at its first meeting of 
each year. 

3. TARS will reimburse members for gas and instructional materials used in 
conjunction with classes taught to non members, Payment of same is 
contingent on the presentation of valid proof of expenditures to the 
Treasurer or a Board member. 

4. Inthe absence of the Treasurer or in case of his incapacity due to illness, 
the Secretary is empowered to write checks and pay bills, Such actions 
shall be reported in detail to the Treasurer and in the Sparks issue that 
follows such action. 


ARTICLE IX 

Amendments to any of these bylaws, if in conformity with the constitution, may be 
adopted by a vote of two thirds of the franchised members present at any regular 
meeting of TARS provided the membership has been notified in writing at least 
one week prior to the meeting date. 


[Editor's note: Of course, membership dues have gone up 
since this version of the constitution was approved!] 


Member News 


Welcome new members: Rick Dennis KG9AQ; Donna 
Ziegler KBONVJ. 


March Birthdays: 2 Paul KB9TY; 5 Alan WSLXW; 6 Jim 
KASIJW: 7 Russel WB9NAU; 11 Casey K7CK; 12 Lloyd 
N9ZEI; 14 Gordon WR9W; 17 Jay KB9PAG, and Steve 
KAQOKH; 28 Kurt KB9RRC; 30 Tom NOVY, 


Dues are way overdue! Check your Sparks mailing label. 
If there is a“1997" above your name, our records show you 
have not paid TARS dues for 1998. If you do not pay your 
dues, you will lose your repeater slot and your subscription 
to Sparks will run out. 

If this applies to you, please renew your TARS mem- 
bership NOW. A membership form is enclosed, The 
money we collect is used to support club activities such as 
repeater upkeep, Sparks production and mailing, charitable 
and public service endeavors, and recreation. 

Don't forget to join or renew your ARRL membership 
through the club. Submit your completed ARRL form with 
payment (checks made out to TARS) to the TARS treas- 
urer, Joanne-KB9LXZ. If you need an ARRL application 
form, contact KB9LXZ. 


Ceanne KB9LXZ 


Treasurer's Report 


February 1998 (Prepared 2/28/98): 


Opening Balance $5070.43 
Receipts: 

Memberships 280.00 
Donation from KBOTY 25.00 
ARRL Renewal 2.00 
Interest 4.28 
Expenditures: 

Repeater (telephone) - 17.26 
Meeting refreshments - 21.33 
Cash Bingo Prizes - 20,00 
Ledger sheets and mailing labels - 19.19 
Ending Balance $ 5303.93 


Coanne KBOLXZ 


Minutes: Board Meeting for 


February, 1998 


Randy N9YAI called the meeting to order at 6:30pm, February 12 
(it was delayed from the previous week due to the snowstorm). 
Randy announced that Greg KB9GNL has agreed to coordinate 
communications for the Red Cross soccer tournament in March. 
Joanne KB9LXZ and Randy will meet with the TARS insurance 
agent to discuss our coverage. Membership cards were discus- 
sed. The status of the TARS web page was discussed; the 
consensus was to retain it and work to keep it current. These 
minutes submitted by Norm King W9AU. 


Minutes: Club Meeting For 


February, 1998 


Randy N9YAI called the meeting to order at 7:30pm. The 
business meeting was very short. The Treasurer's and 
Secretary's reports were accepted as published in Sparks. 
Randy announced that Greg KB9GNL has agreed to coordi- 
nate our work with the Red Cross soccer tournament. We 
then went to snacks, and set up for Bingo. Delores 
KASKRD did her usual magic, and a good time was had by 
all. These minutes submitted by Norm King W9AU. 
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MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION 


Please fill out if you want to join TARS. If you are already a member, fill out to update records. 


Name Call License Class 
Address Telephone 
City State Zip 


How long have you been a ham? Are you an ARRL member? 


What is your occupation? Birthday mo: day: 


Do you have any portable or emergency equipment? 


440 Nhe 


| Antennas Packet Other 


Use back of form if needed to list special equipment and talents. 
E-Mail Address 


Do you check into any nets? Which ones (list) 


What is your favorite type of amateur activity 


What type of programs would you like to have at TARS meetings? 


Do you plan to use the TARS repeaters? Which ones? 


2 Meter Phone Patch ATV Packet Node? 


_. Regular member ... $25.00 
__ Add‘l family member/full 

membership privileges $5.00 

___ Associate member .. $25.00 
/__ Add’‘l family member/full 

membership privileges $5.00 

__ Senior Member .... $12.50 


If you had an Autodial slot last year, what is it? 
What was the telephone number assigned to this slot? 


lf you want an Autodial slot for 7998, list the phone number you want 
assigned to it 
Same as last year? 


__ Add’l family member/full 
membership privileges $2.50 
___ Student member(thru High TARS 


Please mail this application with your check payable to TARS to 


School-no voting .. FREE 
___ Student member/full 

membership privileges $12.50 
__ Handicapped member 


PO Box 4521 
Evansville, IN 47724 


or give to any club officer. 


Club Meetings are the 2nd Thursday of each month at the Red Cross, corner of Diamond and Heidelbach, at 7:30 P. M. 
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Well, by the time you read this the Red Cross Soccer 
Tournament will be history. | would like to personally thank 
Greg, KB9GNL and Charlie, N9SGWS (who's that?) for all of 
their efforts in getting this together. Enlisting people and 
organizing such an operation is a tough job. It requires ten 
people each day for the whole day to complete this task. 
We all owe them a debt of gratitude for their efforts. 
Thanks to everyone who gave their time to help out. 

Jerry, KD5AT presented a demonstration of packet 
radio at the March meeting. Members were able to see how 
messages could be sent considerable distances using 
numerous relay stations. Thanks, Jerry. Remember that 
the April meeting will be on April 9 at 7:00pm at SIGECO 
offices at Main St. and Division St., across from McDonald's. 
Note the unusual starting time. John, W9FHA will be our 
host for a tour of the facility. Should be very interesting. 
Hope to see everyone there. 


73, and 72 to all you QRP'ers, Randy NSYAI 


Calendar 
APRIL 


2 TARS Board meeting: 7:00pm, Red Cross Bldg. 
9 TARS club meeting--at 7:00pm, John W9FHA will 
lead a tour of SIGECO control centers. 

25 Exam Session (ARRL National Exam Day): 9:00am at 
the Red Cross Bldg. Bring a photocopy of your 
license, any previous exam credits, two forms of ID, 
and $6.25; call Nick NSWYG at 812-853-6466 for 
information, or e-mail Terry AASMM at tbrooks@ 
evansville.net. 

25 Walk America at Garvin Park. Volunteers are needed. 
Call Mike N9RAH at 985-2097 or Dave N9JWV at 
838-5307 (h) or 838-1314 (w). 


MAY 
7 TARS Board meeting: 7:00pm, Red Cross Bldg. 

414 TARS club meeting: 7:30pm, Red Cross Bldg. 

23 Exam Session: 9:00am at the Red Cross Bldg. Bring 
a photocopy of your license, any previous exam 
credits, two forms of ID, and $6.25; call Nick NIWYG 
at 812-853-6466 for information, or e-mail Terry 
AASMM at tbrooks@evansville.net. 


April TARS Meeting 


Remember, this month’s meeting is a’field trip,” to the 
SIGECO building at the corner of Division Street and Main 
Street; the entrance is across Main from the McDonald’s 
restaurant. Due to shift change time, the meeting will start 
at 7:00pm sharp (please be on time!). The tour will allow 
you to see how they manage and control the flow of gas 
and electrical energy. Following the tour, we will convene 
in the conference room for a further explanation of the 
communications that makes it all possible. 


Operating 


With active DXers and contesters in town, you're 
bound to get a lot of reports of DX and contest activity in this 
column. We're happy for any contributions, though. If you 
would like to see more of a variety in operating activities 
discussed here, you know what you can do! (Like, send 
something for us to publish!--The Editor.) 

First, here is an interesting story submitted by John, 
W9FHA. It was relayed to him by an acquaintance. 


Big Sig - No Amp 
| was working the ARRL DX contest on CW when | 
came upon a phenomenon that | had never before exper- 


ienced. While running 100 watts and mixing it up with the 
really big boys, | was not doing all that well in the DX 
pileups. Most of the stations were clicking along at 35 wpm 
or more and running a KW with very big antennas. | found 
several DX stations that were sending around 10 wpm. | 
slowed my speed and without fail, worked them on the first 
call. It appears that when | sent slower, my signal was 
stronger. After the contest was over, | made some tests to 
verify my findings. 

| started keeping track of my contacts, logging signal 
reports, CW speed and power. It appeared that | could get 
the same signal report by sending at 10 wpm with 50 watts, 
as | did with 100 watts and going 30 wpm. We all know that 
doubling your power is equal to a 3 db gain. I've discovered 
that by decreasing my speed from 30 to 10 wpm had the 
same effect. Could it be that 30 wpm divided by 10 wpm 
equals 3db of gain? 

To verify that, | compared my Force 12 C-3 beam with 
a dipole at two speeds. The Force 12 has about 4.1 db gain 
over a dipole. Therefore, | concluded that | could get the 
same signal report with a dipole as | could with the beam by 
decreasing my speed from 40 wpm to 10 wpm (40 wpm 
divided by 10 wpm = 4db). Sure enough, it was verified by 
18 QSO's. Therefore, | have concluded that the speed of a 
signal passing through the ether is made weaker by the 
friction it creates. And since faster CW causes more drag, 
the signal becomes weaker. It happens at a linear rate. 

This discovery should be encouraging for all of you 
having trouble with your code speed. Take heart: by going 
slow, you will have a big signal. By going VERY slow, you 
will have and even BIGGER signal! Put that big signal to 
use, and get into the next contest. 

73, Ike B Slower, KORN 


[I wonder if the FCC knows about this code speed thing? 
Ed] 


As usual, | was up to my eyeballs in work through Fri- 
day afternoon, March 6. At 0000Z, March 7 (1800 CST 
local time, March 6), the SSB portion of the ARRL DX 
contest started. | got my logging computer set up in the 
shack at about 1730,-and was ready to go, or so | thought. 
About two hours after the contest started, | switched to 20 
meters for the first time. | found nothing--| mean, it seemed 
like there was no antenna at all. So, | spent the rest of 
Friday evening working 75, 40, and 15 meters (10 meters 
had lost its DX propagation by then). 

| got up bright and early on a cloudy, windy Saturday 
to hit the airwaves again. Later, as soon as Joanne got up 
and dressed (I'm the “early to bed, early to rise” half of our 
team), | got into my climbing gear (boots with vibran soles, 
hard hat, safety belt, and additional safety harness around 
my chest and rear end) and went up the tower to find out 
what happened to my 20 meter antenna. Joanne watched 
to make sure everything went smoothly, as she always does 
when I climb the tower. | found the antenna leads were 
broken in two between the balun and the terminals of my 20 
meter yagi. | made a quick fix, then came right down. 
When | reached the house, raindrops started falling, and 


didn’t quit for the duration of the contest. Talk about getting 
in just under the wire! Rule number 2 in climbing towers is 
not to do it in the rain--it reduces the friction between soles 
and metal tower rungs, to say nothing of the danger from 
lightning. (Rule number 1 is to have a proper safety belt, 
plus a climbing harness if you're really smart.) 

After that, all my antennas worked fine, although there 
was a slight hesitation in the power output, corresponding to 
a momentarily initial high SWR. After | got about one 
syllable out in each transmission, the readings went to their 
normal values. This happened on all bands, and | think it 
means that the main coax feedline that hooks into the 
remote switchbox just below the rotator on the tower has 
lost its solid connection to the PL-259 connector, and | have 
a resoldering job to do. It's been out in the weather for 
more than three years, so it's probably about time to redo 
the connectors. 

| need the 5-position remote switchbox because each 
of my yagis—four of them (for 10, 15, 20, and 40)-is fed by 
a separate feed line. | also have an 80/75m wire antenna 
that hangs from the tower, and it takes a fifth feed line. But 
with the switch box, only one coax line goes into the shack. 

| now have three years’ worth of ARRL DX contest 
results to compare. | published the results for 1996 and 
1997 in last year’s March issue of Sparks. Those results 
are reviewed below, along with this year’s results. The story 
gets more interesting each year. In the tabulation, “Mults” 
are ARRL countries. 


1996 1997 1998 
Band QSO's Mults QSO’s Mults QSO's Mults 
80/75 23 18 4 4 7 6 
40 56 30 34 26 54 32 
20 112 51 158 65 187 63 
15 73 35 127 38 251 80 
10 1 4 42 11 116 29 


Scores: 

1996: 265 QSO's X 135 mults X 3 pts/QSO = 106,920 pts. 
1997: 365 QSO's X 144 mults X 3 pts/QSO = 157,248 pts. 
1998: 615 QSO's X 210 mults X 3 pts/QSO = 387,450 pts. 


Of course, I'm delighted with my results for 1998, but 
| don't know why | did so much better than before. This 
year, | contacted essentially everybody | called, and nor- 
mally on the first call. This was true no matter how many 
other stations were calling, and therefore competing with 
me to be heard. | called several stations that were so weak 
| could hardly tell they had come back to me, and | got them 
on the first call, too! | even worked several countries | had 
never worked before, including 5B4 (Cyprus), 9Q5 (Zaire), 
V/51 (Namibia), and 9M6 (East Malaysia). 

In previous DX contests, my 10 and 15 meter antennas 
performed quite well; | almost expect to be heard by 
everyone on those bands, although | often have to wait for 
several calls to get through--it seems there is always some- 
one just a bit stronger than me. Of course, | run just 100 
watts, whereas most DXers use 1.5 KW. Because we have 
more sunspots now, there are more stations to call on 10 
and 15, so that's part of the reason | did better this year. 

| can't prove why my results were better on 20, al- 
though | can guess. 20 and 40 have both given me prob- 


lems in the past. Stations had to be pretty strong, or | just 
haven't been able to cut through the QRM and/or atmos- 
pherics. This was largely still the case on 40 this year, but 
20 was a different story, Like on the higher bands, | got 
everybody | called, and normally with only one or a few 
calls. My guess is that the improved propagation on the 
high bands due to more sunspots allows my signal to slice 
through better. | am not hearing any better, though, and 
that is what's confusing me. Normally, if you get out well, 
you also hear well, assuming you're using the same anten- 
na for transmitting and receiving. Previously, on 20 meters 
| might not even have called some of the stations (because 
they were weak) that | got through to immediately this year. 

| actually did a little better on 40 meters this year, 
although that is not evident from the numbers. Stations so 
weak | wouldn't have bothered calling in previous years 
came back to me. However, other stations who were also 
calling them tended to get through before me, so | often had 
to wait through several QSO's before | could log the station. 

My 80/75 meter wire antenna (it's the KOEOU antenna 
described in the ARRL antenna book) that worked so well 
in the November Sweepstakes seemed to be almost use- 
less, although | did make contact with most of the few 
stations | could hear. 

The yagis | use on 10-40 meters include Force-12's 
“Magnum" 410/415 (four elements on 10 and 4 elements on 
15, placed essentially in series) and their “Elite Force” 
320/240 (three elements on 20 interlaced with 2 elements 
on 40); see the illustrations below. The 410/415 is on a 
mast about 11 feet above the 320/240. 

After the contest, | discussed antenna performance 
with some fellow members of the Kentucky Contest Group. 
One guy reported that he could hear well, but normally 
could only contact the stronger stations he heard using his 
Force-12 Elite Force yagi that has 5 elements on 15 meters. 
He also has the same Elite Force 320/240 that | have, and 
reported similar experiences to what | have seen. Like me, 
he is not entirely satisfied with it. 
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This is the Force-12 “Magnum” 410/415. It is essentially two 
4-element monoband yagis mounted in series on a single 
boom. The boom is 30' long; longest element = 24’. 
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The Force-12 “Elite Force” 320/240 is two interlaced mono- 
banders. The boom is 28' long; longest element = 38'. 


The design of the series Magnum yagis is one of 
Force-12's innovations, possible only since the advent of 
computerized antenna modeling software. When using the 
410/415, if | can hear ‘em, | can work ‘em, and | don't waste 
any time doing it! But the Elite Force model doesn't seem 
to perform quite as well. They're good, but not great; the 
Magnums are great (at least mine is)! Force-12 also makes 
Magnums for 20 and 40, but the elements for the two bands 
are interlaced so its performance may not be directly com- 
parable with the series antennas. 

Should | upgrade to the Magnums on 20 and 40? | 
don't know. Some of the performance differential may be 
due to the fact that the 410/415 is higher (80') than the 
320/240 (69'), and the lower antennas are much closer to 
ground relative to wavelength. So, maybe height above 
ground, measured in wavelengths, is more important for 
performance than antenna size and design. But perhaps 
down the road, when sunspots again diminish, the Magnum 
antennas will perform better. Decisions, decisions! 

Happy contesting! 


Norm W9AU 


Editorial: 


One Man's Opinion 


For the past few years | have had a friendly feud with 
a few dedicated SSB operators. As most of you know, | do 
work CW, love it, and hope it never goes away as a re- 
quirement for a ham license. Of course, some of you are 
saying, "Gee, can't that old man ever quit living in the past?" 
Well, consider the following: 


Recently | read in World Radio, QST, and other 
sources about some of our greater ops from the past. 
Those of us over 50 will recall "America’s Favorite Red- 
head"--if you had said that was Arthur Godfrey, you would 
be right. Art's call was K4LIB, and do you know what mode 
he preferred? | will give you a hint: it consisted of dits and 
dahs, at about 40 words per minute. | often heard Art 
working people all over the country from his airplane! 

About two years ago another great operator became 
a silent key. Katashi Nose (pronounced “no-say”), KH6IJ 
was one of the best CW ops | ever heard. Nose could copy 
CW at over 40 wpm, run pileups on 20 meters and never 
ask for a repeat of any transmission. His smooth CW fist 
was well known worldwide, and his rapid-fire operation 
became a legend on the ham bands. 

Ethel Smith, K4LMB was a longtime ham. She was 
involved in ham radio circa the 1930's, and served in the 
military in WWII. She reported she was almost denied 
taking a ham radio exam by an irate FCC inspector because 
she was awoman! Ethel enjoyed CW, held an Extra class 
ticket, and amazed everybody by her dexterity with the key. 
Ethel served on the board of directors for the Quarter 
Century Wireless Association, ran many nets, and even | 
took some lessons from her with using a keyer to send CW. 

Another great operator was Mae Burke, W3CUL 
whose call was on top of the "Brass Pounders League” in 
QST for what seemed to be decades. Sometimes she 
handled more then 1000 messages per month, forwarded 
in the various CW nets. Her activities declined as her health 
began to degrade, but at the peak of her career from about 
1949 to 1957, over 312,000 messages were handled by 
WS3CUL. Mae struck her last paddle and sent the last dits 
and dahs a few months ago at age 86! 

These are just a few of the dedicated ops of bygone 
years. If|am to be remembered at all, | also want to be 
remembered as a CW man with a good fist and lots of 
patience, proving many times that this old mode works 
when all else fails. For those still in doubt, others will verify 
my sentiments. Ask John Small, WSFHA or Norm King, 
W9AU, for example. They will tell you it works; yes, it may 
be slow, but it gets the job done, often in conditions that 
make SSB communication difficult. 

Now we CW operators are faced with yet another chal- 
lenge by the SSB gang for Field Day ‘98. | plan to be over 
in my corner pounding the keyer, making CW contacts, and 
listening to Joe Salee whimper once again! (Gee, it's a 
good thing | consider Joe a friend--just think what | would 
say if not!) On Field Day, we CW ops will once again dem- 
onstrate that Mr. Morse had a good idea, and he is alive and 
well in 1998! 

Of course, this is ONE MAN'S OPINION! 


Cid K4LRX 


| keep reading about how the number of new licenses 
is decreasing, and how the number of upgrades beyond 


Tech Plus is decreasing. Of course, the Internet is stealing 
the interest of many young “techies” who might otherwise 
become involved with ham radio. Clearly, working DX on 
the Internet is a different game than working it on ham radio. 
Internet “QSO's” are hardwired, the parties at both ends 
need not be presentin “real time” to talk, and atmospherics 
rarely cause problems. Each communications mode has its 
appeal; some people will go with ham radio, and others will 
go with the Internet. | use the Internet, too, and | don't like 
depending on it for local communication. In my case, | find 
that people seem to want to use it as a substitute for the 
telephone rather than for the sort of thing we do with our 
radios. Personally, | don't think the advent of this new 
technology, and its effects on ham radio, is anything to 
wring my hands over. Technology will continue to evolve (I 
hope!), and computerized communication is undoubtedly 
not the last innovation that will siphon away prospective ham 
radio enthusiasts. 

The purpose of this piece is to suggest what the “real” 
future of ham radio is, and will always be. | have repro- 
duced three short articles (actually, one is an Internet 
message) to do the work for me. The first is from the 
Amateur Radio Newsline, the second from the Indianapolis 
News, and the third is a commentary by Dave Crockett, the 
State Races Coordinator. This trail of articles makes a case 
for what role amateur radio will always play in our society, 
regardless of computers or other new technology, and why 
we should strive to upgrade. 


Article 1: 

“The number of applicants being administered Ama- 
teur Radio examinations has dropped dramatically. This 
according to FCC figures supplied to Fred Maia of the WSY1 
Report. 

“The statistics provided to Maia by the licensing facility 
in Gettysburg, PA show there are fewer Advanced, General, 
Technician Plus and Novice Class operators than there was 
ayear ago. These four classes show a total decline of 2.7 
percent in the past twelve months. 

“And, for the first time, there are less Tech Plus ama- 
teurs than in the prior year. This, says Maia, is proof that the 
majority of No-Code Technicians are not bothering to learn 
the Morse code and are not upgrading. At least not in 
significant enough numbers to overcome the attrition found 
among Tech Plus license holders. 

“Also, the statistics show that the combination of No- 
Code Technicians and Technician Plus hams now account 
for over 45 percent of all license holders. The percentage 
of General, Advanced and Extra Class is down to 53.5 
percent of all licensees. A decade ago in 1987, close to 60 
percent of all hams held these higher class licenses. 34.8 
percent fewer persons are taking Amateur Radio operator 
licence exams now than just five years ago. Amateur Radio 
growth in 1998 and beyond does not look encouraging. 
(NEWSLINE) 


Article 2: Indiana Officials Put Focus on Readiness 
“A sudden winter storm two weeks ago caught officials 
off guard. Next time, they want to be better prepared. 
“Leaders from northwest Indiana met with Gov. Frank 
O'Bannon and other state officials last week to talk about 
how to handle the next weather disaster. 


"The response was heroic up here,’ O'Bannon said, 
‘but the weakest thing was the communications. That is 
something we are going to have to fix.’ 

“The storm knocked out communication towers, leav- 
ing local agencies unable to contact one another or the 
state about cooperative efforts. Police departments in dif- 
ferent jurisdictions also had a difficult time communicating 
with one another. 

“Indiana State Police Superintendent Melvin Carraway 
favors a statewide radio system that local departments 
could use, State Police will begin contacting local depart- 
ments by the end of the month about setting up an 800 MHz 
radio system, he said. The high band frequency is less 
crowded than the low band frequencies now being used. 

“Paying for it could be a sticking point. O'Bannon said 
he would try to round up some federal money. (Associated 
Press, evening edition of the Indianapolis News, Monday, 
March 23, 1998) 


“Article” 3: Referring to the above article, Dave Crockett, 
WAQZCE, State RACES Coordinator, sent the following 
message to the local RACES officers throughout the state: 

“Does the above article give you a subtle hint as to 
what we Amateur Radio operators need to being doing? 
Are YOU prepared? Why does it take a disaster to wake 
folks up? The storm from a few weeks ago caught even the 
Amateur Radio community sleeping! 

“VHF and UHF, and 800 are fine for local work. But, 
how are you going to talk back to State when all your re- 
peaters are down, due to disabled towers or power outages, 
or the telephones are out? Do you have access to a high 
current 12vdc source or an emergency generator to power 
your rigs? How about wire to construct a dipole or end fed 
wire for HF? 

“If you have not already detected, | am a firm believer 
in the thought that HF will be THE mode which will survive 
any communications blackout during a disaster. 

“Amateur Radio operators are noted for providing 
emergency communications during disasters. Remember 
the Alaskan earthquake of the 1960's? 

“Are you prepared to provide emergency communica- 
tions if and when the New Madrid or Wabash Valley earth- 
quakes shake our state? Are you truly prepared and capa- 
ble of providing emergency communications support to a 
local community after a disaster hits? 

“Think about it! Are you a true emergency communi- 
cations practitioner or someone who just talks on the radio? 
Don't be complacent or apathetic! Get off your duff and 
put that equipment cache together! Put the cache some- 
place where you can get to it quickly and on a moment's 
notice! Practice quickly putting up antennas in the worst of 
conditions! Don't wait for Field Day or the annual SET to 
practice! 

“I'll get off my soapbox now. Thank you for letting me 
vent my frustrations! Your views and comments are always 
welcomed and appreciated! 73. 


Well, there you have it. With every disaster, more 
people see the indispensable role of amateur radio. Unfor- 
tunately for amateur radio (but luckily for local communi- 
ties), disasters tend to strike far and wide, rather than 
pounding just one site again and again. As a result, it is 


often difficult to make the public and community leaders 
aware of our unique skills and our potential to alleviate 
problems when disaster strikes. The Internet can never 
substitute for ham radio. And Dave Crockett may be right 
about HF communications. Our links to distant communi- 
ties via repeaters are tenuous even during good times 
(witness the trials and tribulations of EARS in keeping their 
wide area repeater system intact). During bad times these 
links may become incapacitated for a long time. 

What then? Well, among other things, No-Code 
Techs and Tech Plus operators will be in the dark, except 
if they go to a station having HF capability, and operate by 
virtue of someone else’s license privileges and equipment, 
assuming a control operator can be present. A good 40 
meter dipole or all-band vertical and 100 watts from a 
barefoot transceiver are all you need to transmit a SSB 
signal that can be heard in Indianapolis, Louisville, and 
Paducah all at the same time (in fact, you'll probably be 
heard in Memphis, Chicago, and Pittsburgh, too, as well as 
many other places throughout the Midcontinent--no re- 
peaters involved). As John, W9FHA will verify, a 5-watt 
transceiver, powered by a car battery, will get you all over 
the country on CW, and even across the “pond” into 
Europe, and beyond. 

But you gotta upgrade! 

Not everyone will agree with the principle | mention 
below, especially in view of recent tragedies in schools and 
elsewhere around the country, but our founding fathers 
made sure that we Americans would always be able to 
defend ourselves from foreign invaders by virtue of having 
a well-armed citizenry. | wonder if radio had existed back 
then, they would also have made it a right for citizens to 
bear radios. A “well-radio’d” citizenry can help itself during 
any number of possible disasters (or foreign incursion). And 
the action is going to be on HF! 

Move over Bill (K4LRX), this is MY opinion! 


Norm W9AU 


EVC Weather Net 


It’s ago! On March 31st, Norm, W9AU and | met with 
representatives of the Paducah National Weather Service 
Office, the Evansville-Vanderburgh County (EVC) Emer- 
gency Management Agency and Stephen Poirier, KC6GNV, 
the Skywarn coordinator who operates from the Paducah 
NWSO, We have an operation procedure in place for the 
activation of a weather net on the 147.15 repeater, and plan 
to activate the net when it is needed. As | mentioned last 
month, the plan is designed to evolve. For the time being, 
Norm and | will serve as net control (if we're available), but 
we'll be looking for additional control operators and spotters 
soon. Due to the late date, detailed information about net 
procedures and the criteria for calling it could not be in- 
cluded in this issue of Sparks. Look for details in the May 
issue. 


Ceamne KB9LXZ 


Spectrum Protection 


Legislation Introduced 


Terry, AA9MM forwarded this bulletin from ARRL 
Headquarters. If you fear losing more spectrum space to 
commercial or other interests, read this, and then WRITE 
your Congressional Representative and Senators! 


QST de W1AW 
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To all radio amateurs 


Spectrum Protection bill introduced 

At the request of the ARRL, a bill has been introduced 
in Congress to ensure the availability of spectrum to Ama- 
teur Radio operators. The bill, HR 3572, the Amateur Radio 
Spectrum Protection Act of 1998, would protect existing 
Amateur Radio spectrum against reallocations to or sharing 
with other services unless the FCC provides "equivalent 
replacement spectrum" elsewhere. The bill was introduced 
March 27 by Rep Michael Bilirakis of Florida, a Republican, 
with the cosponsorship of Rep Ron Klink of Pennsylvania, 
a Democrat. 

If approved, the measure would amend Section 303 of 
the Communications Act of 1934 to preclude reallocation of 
any primary Amateur Radio allocations or diminution of any 
secondary allocations, and would block any additional allo- 
cations within such bands that would substantially reduce 
their utility to Amateur Radio, unless the Commission at the 
same time provides "equivalent replacement spectrum" to 
the Amateur Service. 

The bill points out that a basic purpose of Amateur 
Radio is to provide "voluntary, noncommercial radio service, 
particularly emergency communications," and that Amateur 
Radio has "consistently and reliably" provided emergency 
communication during and after disasters. The measure 
notes that the FCC has "taken actions which have resulted 
in the loss of at least 107 MHz of spectrum to radio ama- 
teurs." 

HR 3572 has been referred to the House Commerce 
Committee. An effort is under way to enlist additional 
cosponsors for the measure. 


The full text of the bill is available at 
http://thomas.loc.gov/cgi-bin/query/z?c105:H.R.3572: 


Member News 


Welcome back old member: Robert Pointer NOXAW. 


April Birthdays: 2 Douglas N9YSH; 4 Alan K9TD; 9 Mike 
KB9POL; 12 Tom KA9NOO; 13 Ralph K9STX; 20 George 


N9FMO, and Daniel KB9GNI; 21 Norm W9AU; 25 Robert 
KB9OLRW; 26 Bill KSLPS; 27 William KB9KON; 28 Wayne 
N9XXZ; 29 Vaughn K9TJM; 


Dues are way overdue! Your membership in TARS will 
expire. Don't delay any longer. If a 1997 appears above 
your name on your SPARKS mailing label, this is the last 
issue you will receive. In order to receive uninterrupted 
service from the Tri-State Amateur Radio Society, and as a 
courtesy to your treasurer, member database manager, and 
the man who programs in autodial slots on TARS repeaters 
(Terry Brooks, AA9MM), please remit your dues by April 
15th. Make your check payable to TARS, and mail it to: PO 
Box 4521, Evansville, IN 47724. 


Don't forget to join or renew your ARRL membership 
through the club. Submit your completed ARRL form with 
payment (checks made out to TARS) to the TARS Trea- 
surer, Joanne, KB9LXZ. If you need an ARRL application 
form, contact KBOLXZ. 


Coanne KBOLXZ 


Treasurer's Report 


March 1998 (Prepared 3/31/98): 


Opening Balance $5303.93 
Receipts: 

Memberships 192.50 
ARRL renewals and new memberships 9,00 
Interest 4.08 
Expenditures: 

Repeater (telephone) - 16.12 
Meeting refreshments - 10.92 
Bulk mail SPARKS postage - 95,00 
Memorial Flowers for Betty Miller = 36:75 
Ending Balance $5350,72 
Coamme KB9LXZ 


Minutes: Board Meeting for 


March, 1998 


Randy N9YAI called the meeting to order at 7:10pm, March 5. He 
announced that Betty Miller, widow of W9OG, passed away. He 
also mentioned that the ARRL Special Service Club renewal will be 
due soon, Auto dial codes were discussed; new and returning 
members will be assigned new slot numbers on a quarterly basis. 
Greg KB9GNL will coordinate communications activities for the 
Red Cross soccer tournament. It was suggested that perhaps 
Sparks would be a good place for technical articles, complete with 
circuit diagrams, etc. The repeater committee reported that they 
are still looking for a location for a packet node. The possibility of 


TARS hosting a tailgate party at a local park was discussed; this 
could be an informal activity, publicized throughout the area, and 
possibly attracting members of other clubs and the public, including 
teens; a fox hunt could be part of the festivities. Further details will 
be worked out later and published in Sparks. The pros and cons 
of membership cards were discussed; a motion was made to 
recommend we do without them, and it carried. A bootlegger 
named Dicky Dill, who has been active previously, has been heard 
again on local repeaters; he is known to have used the calls 
AASCD, AASTD, AAQVR, and N9USL; TARS members are urged 
not to talk to him. Charlie N9GWS indicated the Masonic Lodge 
has its 150th anniversary this year, and he would like to have a 
Special Event Station with W9OG to commemorate the occasion. 
These minutes submitted by Norm King W9AU. 


Minutes: Club Meeting For 


March, 1998 


Randy N9YAI called the meeting to order at 7:40pm, allowing a 
short break between the RACES meeting held just previously. He 
announced that Greg, KB9GNL needs volunteers to help with 
communications for the Red Cross soccer tournament, Pros and 
cons of membership cards were discussed, and it was agreed that 
we will not print them. The possibility of holding a tailgate party was 
discussed, possibly with a fox hunt and kids’ activities. Dave Vogel, 
WASC has asked for volunteer help/consultation in maintaining the 
Red Cross radios. Joe, KB9GMC discussed Field Day activities. 
He continues to claim he is not interested in coordinating this year's 
activities, but seems to be softening. Of course, we're all hoping for 
a total cave-in. He asked for volunteers to serve on this year's Field 
Day committee. OK, folks, let's help out! Mike, N9RAH an- 
nounced the America Walk on April 25; we need 4-5 people to 
help with communications. Randy then turned the meeting over to 
Bill, K4LRX who introduced Jerry, KDSAT, who gave a demon- 
stration of packet radio. These minutes submitted by Norm King 
W9AU. 


TARS MARKETPLACE 


FOR SALE: HEATHKIT SB200 HF AMPLIFIER. In mint con- 
dition. Recently serviced, Runs about 600 watts out on all HF 


bands, Call Keith Haynes, WA9ZVY at 477-0102. Or find on 
145.41 between 8 and 8:125 AM weekdays 


TARS Elmers 


Norm King, W9AU 963-5872: RACES; antennas 
(| can climb if it’s safe and not too high); 
contesting 


John Small, W9FHA 867-7058: Antennas (no 
climbing!); kit building; operating, including 
contesting, rag chewing, portable opera- 

tions, and general topics 


Hal Wilson, WB9FNN 867-3151: General stuff 


Elmer, Where are you? 


We need people who can help with: electrical, 
computer, digital, and other topics! 


Your name and callsign--? 
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DE NSYAI 


or those of you who didn't make the TARS cookout at 
Pres and Joanne's place, you missed a good time. 

Joanne displayed her masterful techniques on the 
burgers, etc., and Norm entertained with his wit and wis- 
dom. As for me, | still don't understand why you need ice 
for the drinks. That's an inside joke--ask Norm and Joanne 
for the details. Allin all, we really had some good food and 
a good time. | would like to thank Norm and Joanne for 
being very gracious hosts, and for inviting TARS members 
into their home again. Thanks guys. Great job! 

Bill (K4LRX) will handle this month's meeting. He has 
another great video, although this one was produced by 
ARRL. It's called "Last Voice From Kuwait!", and is quite 
entertaining for us hams. Running time is 29 minutes 

Also coming up in October is the Haunted Hayride at 
Wesselman Woods, and we will be needing volunteers. 
This event is always a lot of fun. | thoroughly enjoy watch- 
ing the kid's faces as we pass by ghosts and goblins, etc. 
Some of the adults also have some unusual expressions on 
their faces. So, you guys who worked it last year, get ready 
for a phone call. See you there. 

The bike ride will be history by the time you read this. 
Itis again being handled by Charlie (N9GWS). Look in next 
month's Sparks for the report on that. 


72 and 73, Kandy N9YAI 


OCTOBER 
1 TARS Board meeting: 7:00pm, Red Cross Bldg. 
8 TARS meeting: 7:30pm, Red Cross Bldg.; be there to 
see “Last Voice from Kuwait!”. 
31 Exam Session: 9:00am at the Red Cross Bldg. Bring 
a photocopy of your license, any previous exam cre- 


dits, two forms of ID, and $6.25; call Nick NSWYG at 
812-359-5009 for information, or e-mail Terry AASMM 
at tbrooks@evansville.net. 


NOVEMBER 
5 TARS Board meeting: 7:00pm, Red Cross Bldg. 
12 TARS meeting: 7:30pm, Red Cross Bldg. 
(Note: the next TARS VE exam date is December 12; there 
is no November date.) 


Nominating Committee Selects 


Officer and Board Candidates 


Anderson (KB9NVI), Charlie Apfelstadt (N9GWS), 
Brian Esche (WB9QVR), and Kenny Molinet (N9YAh), 
has suggested the following individuals for TARS officers: 


Te TARS Nominating Committee, consisting of Tom 


President: Randy Jobe (N9YAl) 
Vice President: Nancy Patrow (KB9PAD) 
Treasurer: Bob Mcintosh (AASVW) 
Secretary: Tom Anderson (KB9NVI) 


In addition, the Nominating Committee suggested these 
individuals for election to the TARS Board of Directors: 


Glen Ogle (NSWYO) 
Vic Schriefer (KB9LRX) 
Hal Wilson (WB9FNN) 


Nominations from the floor were solicited at the September 
meeting, and will be solicited again at the October meeting. 
A copy of the ballot will be included with the November 
issue of Sparks. The election will be held at the November 
meeting, but members who cannot attend that meeting are 
urged to send their ballots to the Secretary (Norm King, 
9334 Motz Rd., Evansville, IN 47720) in time for them to be 
counted at the meeting. Mark your envelope “ballot”, and 
the Secretary will bring them, unopened, to the meeting for 
counting. These are the procedures laid out in the TARS 


Constitution, with the exception of how the Secretary will 
handle any ballots received by mail--the Constitution does 
not specify holding the ballots in the unopened envelopes 
until the meeting, but | suggest that when the Constitution is 
updated or otherwise amended, this provision be added. 


Norm weau 


A Quick and Easy J-Pole 


Antenna for 2 Meters Matle 
from Ladder Line 


and didn't quite have the power to do it, or been told 

you were barely making the repeater and they could 
not quite copy? Well, when | first got into ham radio | had 
the same problem. Then | read in a magazine (wish | could 
remember which one!) about a cheap little antenna that 
would put some punch in my H-T's signal. It was cheap 
(less than 10 dollars) and worked quite well. It consisted of 
450 ohm ladder line, RG-58U coax, and connectors. What 
could be simpler? Here’s how you can build one. 


He you ever wanted to hit the repeater with your H-T 


Construction 

Using the accompanying drawing, cut a piece of 450 
ohm ladder line (available at the Ham Station) to 54-3/4 
inches long. Strip all the insulation on one end approxi- 
mately 3/4 of aninch. Twist the 2 wires together and solder. 
Now measure 21 inches up one leg of the ladder line from 
the wires just soldered and cut a 1/4 Notch just through one 
wire. Leave as much of the insulation as possible to help 
keep the antenna strong. 

Now, measure about 2 inches up from the end where 
you soldered the 2 wires together, and strip about % inch of 
insulation from both wires in both directions from this point. 
Be careful not to nick or cut the wires. This is the area 
where you will connect your RG-58U coax. Carefully 
remove 1-1/2 inches of insulation from one end of your RG- 
58U. Separate the shield from the center conductor to form 
2 wires. Carefully wind the center conductor around the 
long side of the antenna in the area where you removed 
one inch of insulation from both wires. Do not solder yet. 

Now slide a piece of insulation around the shield wire 
to keep it from shorting to any other part of the antenna. 
Twist the shield around the shorter wire of the antenna 
approximately the same distance up from the bottom as the 
center conductor. This is the side of the antenna that you 
cut the 1/4 notch from. Do not solder yet. Now install what- 
ever type of connector you need at the other end of the 
coax in the usual manner. This completes the assembly of 
your J-pole. 


Tune Up 

Now comes the time for you to check out your new 
antenna and tune it up. You will need an SWR meter and 
a short coax jumper to connect from the SWR meter to your 


H-T. It's a fairly easy operation for the experienced, but if 
you need assistance, give one of our “Elmers” a call. Con- 
nect your SWR meter to your H-T with the coaxial jumper. 
Then connect your antenna to the antenna side of the SWR 
meter. Attach a string to the end of your antenna away from 
the coax end and hang it somewhere away from any nearby 
metal objects. 

Here comes the test: turn on your H-T and set to one 
of the standard simplex frequencies. Make sure no one is 
using that frequency so you will not interfere with them. 
Now, briefly key your H-T and watch the SWR meter. You 
should see no more that about a 4 to 1 ratio. If you geta 
higher reading, turn off your H-T and compare your antenna 
to the drawing and make sure all connections are correct. 
If you do not see anything wrong, contact your Elmer and let 
him/her check it out for you. Remember, transmitting into 
a high SWR can damage your radio. 

If your SWR is below the 4 to 1 range, unkey your 
radio, slide both of the wires that you twisted around at the 
2 inch location up or down just a little and rekey to check 
the SWR. Repeat this procedure and at some point in this 
area. You should eventually get to an SWR of 1.5 to 1 or 
less. With the first one | made, the SWR reached 1 to 1. 
When you obtain the best reading, turn off the H-T and 
carefully solder the 2 wires in place, being careful not to 
move them. Now use plastic electrical tape and tape the 
connections to prevent shorting. Now your new antenna is 
complete and ready to hit that repeater, full quieting. Try it, 


and you will be surprised at the results. If anyone knows. 


which magazine this was in, please let me know so we can 
give the original author the proper credit in Sparks. 


Randy N9OYAI 


Ladder Line J-Pole 


450 Ohm ladder line 


Cut 1/4" notch here 


Norwist wires and solder 


J-pole layout. Use the dimensions shown here. Refer 
to text for instructions. 


a 


Editorial: 
One Man's Opinion 


e Kentuckians are proud of our heritage. Indeed, 
We famous people have come from the south 
side of the river. Daniel Boone, of course, was 
exploring our commonwealth long before it was admitted to 
the union in 1792. In more modern times, Abe Lincoln, the 
savior of the Union during the Civil War, and the first Re- 
publican, claimed his birthplace as Hodgenville, Kentucky. 
Even the President of the Confederacy, Jefferson Davis, 
stated he was born near the area of present-day Todd and 
Logan Counties, near the Tennessee border. During the 
Truman administration, Alban W. Barkley, a Kentuckian, 
served this country as Vice President of the United States! 
The list could go on; Loretta Lynn, Dwight Yokum, 
Tom Ewell, and the late Grandpa Jones certainly are note- 
worthy residents of "Bluegrass Country." One Kentuckian 
however, has been overlooked for many decades. It was he 
who, in 1892 at his home in Murray, Kentucky (Calloway 
County), uttered these four words by wireless transmission: 
"Hello Rainey, Hello Rainey!" Rainey T . Wells witnessed 
a monumental event at the home of his friend Nathan B. 
Stubblefield: the birth of radio. 

Of course, this kind of radio was not the same as we 
know radio today. In fact, RF was not transmitted at all. 
The inductive principle was used by Stubblefield, and the 
range was limited to just a few miles at best. But, wireless 
was born, and radio was on its way as a useful tool; the 
technological age was creeping out of the starting gate! 

In 1902 Stubblefield made his first public demonstra- 
tions in the cities of Washington, D.C., New York, and 
Philadelphia. Much to his loss, he did not apply for a patent 
to protect his rights until 1907. On May 12, 1908 patent 
#887357 was issued, but by then it was too late. The later 
story of Nathan B. was indeed a tragic one, for the Wireless 
Telephone Company of America received a patent first, and 
thereafter Stubblefield remained a recluse until his death in 
1928. Nevertheless, he was regarded by researchers as a 
genius, but he himself had made this difficult to prove. 

The next time you venture across the bridge, make a 
short detour to a small college hamlet in southwestern 
Kentucky. On the campus of Murray State University you 
will find a plaque that states: A KENTUCKIAN INVENTED 
RADIO THREE YEARS BEFORE MARCONI, NATHAN B. 
STUBBLEFIELD, 1892, PATENT #887357! 

We are indeed proud of our heritage on the south side 
of the river. It was a Kentuckian, Nathan B. Stubblefield, 
who, among the many experimenters, made wireless radio 
work for the first time. According to the history books, he 
was never Satisfied with his wireless, and refused to patent 
the device until it was perfect, something he lived to regret. 
We should not ignore the fact that wireless had its beginning 
in Murray, Kentucky in the year 1892, and the honor 
belongs to Kentuckian Nathan B. Stubblefield! 

This is, of course, "One Man's Opinion!" 


Bil. K4LRX 


FCC Proposal on Licensing 


Restructuring 


57, from ARRL Headquarters, August 11, 1998. Read 
this, and be sure to express your opinion to the FCC. 
Write, or use the e-mail addresses listed. 

“The FCC has proposed to phase out the Novice and 
Technician Plus class licenses, leaving just four amateur 
license classes in place--Technician, General, Advanced, 
and Extra. The Commission also has asked the amateur 
community to express its opinions on Morse code require- 
ments for licensing and testing, but offered no specific 
changes. And the FCC proposed to permit Advanced class 
licensees to administer amateur exams up through General 
class. The proposals were among several suggested rules 
changes and invitations to comment contained in an FCC 
Notice of Proposed Rulemaking, WT Docket 98-143, made 
public August 10. 

In proposing to phase out the Novice and Tech Plus 
tickets, the FCC said "there appears to be an unnecessary 
overlap between the Novice, Technician, and Technician 
Plus license classes." The FCC also said that Technician 
and Tech Plus operators "predominantly" use FM and 
packet on VHF and UHF. In addition, the FCC said Novice 
applicants last year numbered fewer than 1000, while there 
were nearly 21,500 Technician applications. 

Under the FCC plan, Novice and Tech Plus licensees ° 
would retain current operating privileges, but no new Novice 
or Tech Plus licenses would be granted. For examination 
purposes, current examination elements 2 and 3A would be 
combined into a new element 3A. For administrative pur- 
poses, the FCC would combine the current Technician and 
Tech Plus databases into a single Technician database. 
The proposal would eliminate the 5 WPM code test, Ele- 
ment 1A, as a required element for any class of license. 

The elimination of the Novice and Tech Plus license 
classes would effectively raise the bar for future applicants 
desiring to gain HF operating privileges, unless the FCC 
ultimately reduces Morse code testing requirements. Since 
the General class license would become the entry-level HF 
ticket under the FCC's proposed rules, applicants would 
have to pass at least the 13 WPM code test. 

The FCC did not propose to change any operating 
frequencies or license privileges for amateurs. However, 
the FCC does seeks comment [sic] on the disposition of the 
current Novice HF bands, which carry a 200-W output 
power limit for all licensees. The FCC invited comment on 
whether it would be "appropriate" to delete the Novice 
bands and the power restrictions on higher-class licensees 
and permit Novices to operate CW anywhere on 80, 40, 15, 
and 10 meters at 200 W output. 

The FCC opened the door to comments on all aspects 
of Morse code testing from the amateur community. In 
particular, the Commission said it wants to know if hams 
prefer the current three-level system or would like to see it 
reduced to a one or two-tier system--and, if so, at what 
required speeds. The FCC asked whether hams would be 
willing to trade a reduction in Morse code requirements for 


Tz message was sent by W1AW as ARRL Bulletin 


additional written elements on newer digital technologies 
"which, in part, are replacing the Morse code." And, the 
Commission asked whether it should consider specifying 
Morse code examination methods, such as fill-in-the-blank 
or one minute of solid copy, instead of allowing VEs to 
determine the testing method. 

In a related issue, the FCC also seeks comments on 
how to deal with potential abuses of the current disability 
waiver for higher-speed Morse code tests. In RM-9196, the 
ARRL had asked the FCC to require anyone applying for an 
exemption pursuant to a doctor's certification to first attempt 
the higher-speed test before examination credit could be 
given. The League also asked that VECs have access to 
relevant medical information from the certifying physician. 
The FCC said the ARRL's proposal would place "an unfair 
burden on examinees" and raised serious privacy and 
confidentiality issues. 

The FCC went along with an ARRL petition and 
proposed allowing Advanced class hams to be eligible to 
prepare and administer license examinations up through 
General class under the VE program. The Commission 
said the change would permit greater testing opportunities 
for hams. The FCC also invited comments on whether it 
should change written examination requirements "to provide 
VEs and VECs additional flexibility in determining the 
specific contents of written examinations." . . . [snip] 

The FCC set a longer-than-normal comment period. 
The deadline for comments is December 1, 1998. The 
deadline for reply comments is January 15, 1999. The FCC 
will accept electronic comments via the Internet at http:// 
www.fcc.gov/e-file/ecfs.html. 
A copy of the complete NPRM has been posted on the 
ARRLWeb page, http:/Awww.arrl.org. The FCC NPRM can 
also be downloaded from the FCC Web site in Word 
Perfect 5.1 and Text versions as: 
http:/www.fcc.gov/Bureaus/Wireless/Notices/1998/ 
fcc98183.wp, and 
http:/www.fcc.gov/Bureaus/Wireless/Notices/1998/ 
fcc98183.txt, respectively. 


Member News 


October Birthdays: 1 Howard KD4BXV; 6 Ed K9HVI; 8 
Charlie KB5VIR; 12 Glen N9SWYO; 23 Tony NSNVB, and 
Chris N9JCA; 25 Robert KB9RBS; 28 Robert WA9ZLQ, and 
Randy N9YAI; 30 Mark NONYF. 

Don't forget to join or renew your ARRL membership 
through the club. Submit your completed ARRL form with 
payment (checks made out to TARS) to the TARS treas- 
urer, Joanne-KB9LXZ. If you need an ARRL application 
form, contact KB9LXZ. 

This month we have included a current TARS mem- 
bership directory, this time by callsign. Put it in a convenient 
place for future reference! 


Soamme KBOLXZ 


Treasurer's Report 


September 1998 (Prepared 9/28/98) 


Opening Balance $3816.08 
Receipts: 

Unspent Field Day advance 50.28 
Interest 2.55 
Expenditures: 

SPARKS copying - 68.99 
MiSMA (coordination renewal) - 8.00 
Repeater (telephone) =e lifan2) 
ARRL Insurance - 261.04 
Meeting refreshments - 74.84 


Ending Balance $3438.92 


Coanne KB9LXZ 


Minutes: Board Meeting for 


September, 1998 


Randy N9YAI called the meeting to order at 7:00pm. Board members in 
attendance: Wayne N9XXZ, Kenny N9YAH, Randy N9YAI, Hal WB9FNN, Bill 
K4LRX, Joanne KB9LXZ, Mark NONYF, and Norm W9AU. Hal WB9FNN 
mentioned that he has the forms for applying for ARRL insurance coverage of the 


TARS equipment. These will be filled out and sent in shortly. Hal also reported 


that the power supply for the 147.15 repeater has been taken to Steve Doty * 
(KASOKH) for repairs. Mark NONYF reported that the packet node station is 
almost ready to be installed at the Campground Road tower site. He is looking 
into updating the computer system, and will look into what is standard for packet 
systems; we currently have a 386SX monochrome running at 16 MHZ. He will 
also check into installing 220 and 440 MHZ capabilities, as well as HF. Joanne 
KB9LXZ mentioned that it is time to pay dues for our repeater coordination to 
MiSMA and IRC. Norm W9AU spent much time this evening trying to copy the 
September issue of Sparks, but the Red Cross copier was malfunctioning. The 
Board gave its approval for him to have copies made commercially. Norm said 
he would call around and find the best price, and get Sparks out on time 
(tomorrow). Joanne will arrange to get Dan's (KB9GNI) BBQ pit to their QTH for 
the September cookout. She will get burgers, buns, and charcoal. Randy and 
Kenya will get drinks and condiments. Norm will pick up tables and chairs from 
the EMA. Kenny N9YAH reported on the Nominating Committee's list of candi- 
dates for TARS officers and Board members. Candidates for officers are: 
President-Randy Jobe, N9YAI; Vice President-Nancy Patrow, .KB9PAD; 
Treasurer--Bob Mcintosh, AAQ9VW: Secretary--Tom Anderson, KB9NVI; 
candidates for the Board are: Glen Ogle, N9WYO; Vic Schriefer, KB9LRX; and 
Hal Wilson, WB9FNN. These minutes submitted by Norm King, W9AU. 


Minutes: Club Meeting for 


Sentember, 1998 


The club meeting was held at the QTH of Norm and Joanne (W9AU and 
KB9LX2Z), for the Fall cookout. Joanne did the cooking, and boy, can she make 
a wicked hamburger! The hotdogs weren't bad, either. After everyone had 
pigged out, Randy called the business meeting to order. He announced the list 
of candidates drawn up by the Nominating Committee for TARS officers and for 
the Board of Directors, then solicited nominations from the floor. With none 


forthcoming, the gathering was sent back to ragchewing. These minutes sub- 
mitted by Norm King, W9AU. 
TARS Elmers 


Norm King, W9AU 963-5872: RACES; antennas 
(| can climb if it’s safe and not too high); 
contesting 


OFFICERS: 
PRESIDENT: 
Randy Jobe, NSYAI 476-7583 
VICE PRESIDENT: 

Bill Hilyerd, KALRX 502-826-2687 

TREASURER: 
Joanne Alexandrovich, KB9LXZ 963-5872 

SECRETARY: 

Norm King, W8AU 963-5872 


BOARD OF DIRECTORS: 
Charlie Apfelstadt, N9GWS 477-7716 
Greg McLain, KB9GNL 422-8459 
Kenny Molinet, NSYAH 963-3211 
Mark Parker, NSNYF 422-7586 
Hal Wilson, WB9FNN 867-3151 
Wayne Wilzbacher, NSXXZ 421-1112 


John Small, W9FHA 867-7058: Antennas (no 
climbing!); kit building; operating, including 
contesting, rag chewing, portable opera- 
tions, and general topics 


Hal Wilson, WB9FNN 867-3151: General stuff 


Elmer, where are you? 


We need people who can help with: electrical, 
computer, digital, and other topics! , 


Sparks is published monthly as the newsletter of the 
Tri-State Amateur Radio Society 
P.O. Box 4521, Evansville, IN 47724 
Editor: Norm King, W9AU 
9334 Motz Rd., Evansville, IN 47720 
phone: 963-5872; E-mail: nking.ucs@smtp.usi.edu 
Submissions due by last Thursday of the month. 


Your name and callsign--? 


TARS web page: http:/www.evansville.net/~tars- As promised a month ago and again in this issue, here is .. 
the TARS membership list, by callsign: 

Call |LastName [First Name [Address City STIZIP Phone 
IKB9ABQ [Bair WS 1507 Green Meadow Rd Evansville [IN |47715 477-3542 
KG9AQ_|Dennis Rick E. 2222 E Blackford Ave Evansville {IN [47714 479-5461 
KDSAT [Mcintosh erry 1501 S Linwood Evansville |IN |47713 425-3107 
WS9AU___ [King Norman R. 9334 Motz Rd __ Evansville [IN |47720-7992/963-5872 
KASAZS. |Pfettscher Darlene 17611 Telephone Rd Newburgh _|IN |47630 853-5110 
IW9BC___|Howard ~ [Lambert (Bev) 4017 Clement St Evansville {IN |47720 424-1042 
IKD4BXV_|Aders Howard 534 W Oak St Princeton _|IN |47670-1239|812-385-3358) 
WASC __|Vogel David (6227 Kratch Ave Evansville IN (47710 423-6675 
\WSCM__|McGuyer Clifford 2900 East Oak St Evansville IN |47714-1734/476-7483 
WSCVN [Barrow ames 5900 Newburgh Rd Evansville IN |47715 - 477-0013. 
NSDEO _|Muensterman [Harold 3313 Allen Ln [Evansville [IN [47720 — {423-9182 
IKB9DOI_|Howard Wayne L. 2555 Coal Mine Rd Newburgh _|IN |47630-9465/858-8298 
N9DOR__|Foster \J. Vance 777 Iroquois Dr Fort Branch |IN |47648-9730|753-4702 
KASDZW |Dick JoAnn 2851 Wayside Dr Evansville |IN 47711 ‘(476-2188 | 
KASECY |Schriefer Gary RR 1, BOX 6 Lamar IN /47550 812-544-2512) 
IWDSEDH [Moore Nimmy 4611 Pine Dr Newburgh __|IN_|47630 853-6848 
\WB9EFH |Marley John E. 2805 Oak St Evansville {IN |47714 
IKBQEIN (Schaefer Jr. [Richard A. OC 01, USS LaBoone (DDG-58) FPRO-AE 09577-1276 
IKAQEIV _|Elpers Blanche 840 Herndon Dr Evansville [IN |47711-3834/424-9182 
W9ENZ [Forster Larry 420 Herndon Dr Evansville [IN |477114 422-1987 
KKB9EPD |Estes Brazel O. 918 W Missouri St Evansville {IN |47710 422-5122 
\W9FHA [Small John D. 8505 Whetstone Rd Evansville [IN |47714 867-7058 
WD9FHA Wilson Garlan (Willie)|7155 Walden Rd Newburgh __|IN_|47630-9508/853-7296 
INSFMO _ |Utley, Jr. George L. (6017 Oakhill Rd Evansville _|IN |477114 477-0708 
IWB9FNN |Wilson Harold 11555 Lameys Ln Evansville _|IN 47711-8213|867-3151 
IKB9GMC |Salee Joe 3302 Bayard Park Dr Evansville {IN |47714 479-7302 
IKB9GMH |Lyons Jeff. 3919 Clement Ave Evansville IN 47720 (423-0291 
IKB9GMI_ King David E. 1400 Square Deal Mine Rd Boonville {IN 47601-9503/897-5453 


KBOGNI_ |Weil Daniel B. 10206 Darmstadt Rd Evansville |IN |}47710-5084|867-3098 


[KB9GNL [McLain Gregory P. _ [2916 N Fourth Ave Evansville IN [47710 422-8459 
|KB9GNM [McLain --... aron 2916 N. Fourth Ave ____- Evansville _|IN int see : 
14 


NSGWS |Apfelstadt’- [Charles 3604 Debbie Ln Evansville {IN |47711-3662/477-7716 
.(WNSHRB [Pfettscher- Earl 17611 Telephone Rd Newburgh _|IN |47630 853-5110 
. |WD9HUN|Marsh Geneva 5209 Winding Way Evansville IN |47711-2458)476-9359 
QHVI__|Folz Ed 1208 S Bennighof Ave Evansville |IN (47714 1476-0941 
IKAQIRC [Carver William H.__.|901.N. Spring St Evansville _|IN |47711-5317|476-7735 
IKASIWP_|Cloukey Roy H. 4821 Seib Rd Evansville _|IN |47720 963-5885 © 
INSJCA __|Matthews Chris 7820 Bartels Dr Evansville IN |47710 867-7456 
IKQJQN ___|Russelburt Names 4813 Sylvan Rd Indianapolis |IN 46228 317-291-0756 
KOJSK Wurtz Paul 3404 Stratford Rd __|Evansville_ IN [47710 423-8786 
INSJWV__[Angermeier__ [David A. 1617 Country Club Rd Mt. Vernon_|IN 838-5307 
IW9KIE__ [Stovall Harold 130 E Mill Rd Evansville 477114 421-1885 
AASKQ __|Phillips Keith W. 4909 Rolling Ridge Dr ___|Evansville 47712 421-0608 
IKASKRD |Shoptaugh Delores 2844 Terri Ln Newburgh 147630 858-9450 
KB9KVX_ [Rudolph Larry _ 831 E Boonville-New Harmony Rd_ (Evansville 77114 867-5810 
WSLBS_|Cleveland LaRue (6810 Green Hill Dr Evansville 867-5519 
NSLDH___[Lamastus Jerry 5210 Stratford Rd 422-0442 
IKSLPS — |Cook William R. [6400 Pfafflin Lake Blvd Newburgh [IN [4 
K4LRX__|Hilyerd William 2146 Vanguard Ave Henderson_|KY /42420 502-826-2687, 
IKBOLRX_|Schriefer Victor 16219 E Walnut St : Evansville |IN 47715 477-9802 deal 
|KBOLXT Forster Gene 217 IL Hwy 1 Norris City |IL_|62869 618-962-3328 
IKB9LXX_|Harlan Ben 3708 N Hodges Dr Richland _|IN |47634-9108)359-5009 
IKBOLXY _|Sholar Jeff 4424 Tremont Rd Evansville IN [47710 423-0766 
ras Alexandrovich Joanne 9334 Motz Rd Evansville {IN |47720-7992/963-5872 
9MM_|Brooks Terry L. 209 B NW 8th St Evansville IN |47708 421-9135 
|W9MOl lAnderson Bernard G. [8220 Berry Dr Evansville IN [47710 867-7924 
IKGOMY__|Falcony _ oe 7422 Nottingham Dr. Newburgh _|IN [47630 858-1823 
KG9MZ_|Gildersleeve JrlWilliam 724 Audubon Dr Evansville |IN /47715 74-1441 
KB9MZH [Alvey Herbert E. 1813 Broadmoore Ave Evansville IN [47714 477-2756 
KB9MZI_ Webster Fred 1031 Jefferson Ave __ [Evansville [IN [47714 24-8239 
IWBONAU |Commens Russel 4841 W Boonville-New Harmony Rd|Evansville_|IN [47714 867-7250 
IKBONAW |Lewis Donald 712 E6 St Mt. Vernon_|IN [47620 838-8982 + | 
N9NCG [Schaefer Sr. [Richard A. 1037 E Mulberry St Evansville IN |47714-1820|424-9508 
IWSNJE__|Marsh James 5209 Winding Way Evansville _|IN_[47711-2458)476-9359 
IKAQNOO [Dickerson [Thomas W. _ [9106 Shoreline Dr Wadesville IN [47638 ~ (985-5854 
INSNPN [Schiele Mare 5217 Elmhurst Evansville {IN (47714 474-9941 
NSNBV__ [Krause [Anthony _—*(4799 Rt 66 Lot 6 Newburgh __|IN |47630 858-2520 
KBONVI_ [Anderson [Thomas M. _|1526 Reiter Dr Evansville _|IN |47712-3929/425-0727 
KBONVJ [Ziegler __|Donna 409 Roosevelt Dr Mt.Vernon__|IN [47620 838-5138 
[KBONVL_ Webster Gwendolyn _ [1031 Jefferson Ave _|Evansville_|IN 47714 --_ [424-8239 
INONYF _ [Parker Mark 1225 Mesker Park Dr Evansville IN [47720 ___|422-7586 
IKE9OG [Barton Herschel 3500 N Redbank Rd Evansville _|IN_|47720 —ca-3728 
IKASOKH Doty Steve __ 415 Keck Ave Evansville |IN |47711 423-4716 
KB9OPV |Williams ohnathon 4744 Lenn Rd Newburgh _|IN |47630 853-9010 
\WAOOTU [Dickerson [Thomas J. 448 Roosevelt Dr Mt. Vernon _|IN [47620 833-0815 
IKE4OXZ [Tate Barry 449 Westfield Ln Henderson _|KY |42420 502-826-6744 
IKB9PAD |Patrow Nancy K. 17499 Edgedale Dr Newburgh __|IN 47630 853-2331 
IKB9PAE |Wilson Beverly A. (7155 Walden Rd Newburgh __|IN |47630-9508/853-7296 
KB9PAG [Davidson John W. 704 First Ave Evansville _|IN |47710 23-5209 
WBOPLR |Shinn William |5600 Ironwood Dr Newburgh _|IN_|47630-3275|853-1912 
KB9POL |O'Risky Michael P. _|829 Smith Rd Mt. Vernon _|IN [47620 838-6247 
KB9QAB |Walker Gary (662 S Burkhardt Rd Evansville |IN [47715 (477-5358 
WB9QAWHenn Robert E. 7119 Hogue Rd Evansville [IN |47712-2919/424-8055 
IWASQDZ|Dick [Tom [2851 Wayside Dr Evansville IN [47711 476-2188 
NSQVQ_[Schmitt Leonard 1021 N Second Ave Evansville |IN [47710 426-2003 
WB9QVR\Esche Brian 2741 Shady Hollow Trail Evansville |IN [47715 473-5602 
INSRAH [Palmer Michael {6431 Nation Rd Mt. Vernon _|IN |47620-9264|985-2097 .. 


KBORBO. Wobe Kenya {2401 Oak Hill Rd Evansville IN |47711 476-7583 


IKBORBS [Pressley 


—Reber (e 105 S Thomas Ave Evansville IN 47714 . 
WSRBV_|Goodson Lowell 512 Sweetser Ave Evansville [iN [47715 : 
INSRLD __|Millhone Marc M. 324 Indian Trail Dr Evansville {IN |47715 : 
IKKBORMY [Adams _--.. [Nicholas 3109 Wimberg Evansville [IN |47720 
KF9RR__|Goebel_--" [Ron 1508 Redwing Dr Evansville IN |47715-5250/479-1525 
IKBORRC |Weber [Kurt IRR2, Box 315 Princeton _|IN |47670-9633/386-1193 
IWBSRWBEstes lonzo (Ed) {3201 Orchard Rd fee IN_|47720-7630/963-9457 
IKE4SVJ_ [Knight Janice D. 107 Hillcrest Terrace Henderson _|KY |42420 ‘agEsee-eca 
KB9SXK |Groupe dam C. 5714 Calle Las Casitas Evansville IN [47712 435-6020 
IKB9SXL_|Ziegler Michael D. _|409 Roosevelt Dr Mt.Vernon_|IN |47620 838-5138 
K9TD [Brack lan T. 2119 Margybeth Ave Evansville IN 47714 77-7047 
KB9TFQ [Donovan Margaret 1721 Dianne Ave Evansville _|IN [47714 477-1735 
K9TJM_ {Wilson aughn M. [11412 Smith Diamond Rd Mt. Vernon |IN \47620 985-2627 
IK9TUA __|Forster [Theresa 420 Herndon Dr Evansville IN 147711 422-1987 
KBOTY [Rust Paul R. 12247 Browning Rd Evansville 47711 867-3489 
INSVET _|Cook Marilyn |6400 Pfafflin Lake Blvd Newburgh 47630-1826|853-5806 
INSVGN __|Futrell Robert L. 507 Bayard Park Dr Evansville 423-1320 
KBSVIR__ [Riordan Charles 5960 Lisa Ln Newburg _ 853-2454 
W2VKY_|McGrath George E. 3004 E Chestnut St Evansville 7714-1717/476-8792 
|IKAOVRX {Ziegler _ Dennis 409 Roosevelt Dr IN [47620 838-5138 | 
WB9VSQ|\Reed Elvin 12625 Wildwood Dr IN 1477114 867-2865 
IAASVW. [Mcintosh Charles R. _|9700 Denzer Rd IN |47720-8905|963-6434 
INSVYJ__ [Donovan homas B. _|1721 Dianne Ave IN |47714 “477-1735 
NOVYS [Donovan Kirk N. 1721 Dianne Ave Evansville {IN |47714 77-1735 
W4WK _ |Davis Carroll W. 326 Chimney Hill Ln IHenderson_|KY /42420 502-826-6143 
INSWYC _|Bosecker Larry W. 1401 Reiter Dr Evansville {IN |47712 423-4081 
NSWYG [Harlan Nicholas 3708 N Hodges Dr Richland _|IN_[47634-9108|359-5009 
INSWYI__ Nohnson Veffrey 2921 Gardenia Dr Evansville {IN |47715 471-8119 
NSWYL _|Mikolasek Douglas 317 Marlene Dr Evansville [IN /47712 423-8197 
NSWYO_ [Ogle Glen 950 St. Michael Blvd Evansville [IN /47715 (477-6911 
INSXAW [Pointer Robert 1614 Keller St Evansville 7710 425-2118 
IN4XI Bennett ohn A. 5805 Whitehorne Rd Evansville 47710-4367/464-2595 | 
IN9XXZ__Wilzbacher [Wayne 400 Stanley Ave Evansville |IN 47711 421-1112} 
NOXYA |Wilzbacher __Wanet 400 Stanley Ave Evansville IN |47714 421-1112 
N9YAH _ |Molinet Kenneth W. _ |8200 #3 School Rd Evansville _|IN [47720 963-3211 
INSYAI  Nobe Randy 2401 Oak Hill Rd Evansville [IN [47711 476-7583 
IKE9YK __|Lantaff Chris 22 N Kelsey Ave Evansville IN |47711-6052/473-5382 | 
IKD9YP___ [Brown John F. 7677 Gourley Ln Newburgh _|IN |47630 853-5240 
INSYPM —piate William 1107 Marshall Ave Evansville {IN |47714 [475-0709 
N9YSH__|Schmeing __ [Douglas 110 E Tennesee St Evansville [IN |47711 422-8258 
N9ZCA [Doty _ Ruth __/415 Keck Ave Evansville IN [47711 423-4716 
INSZEI [Davis Lloyd 7911 Taylor Ave Evansville [IN |47715-6277|476-0873 
INSZEM __|Nix Pata. 823 S Second St Boonville IN 47601 ~ [897-8771 
WA9ZLQ [Head Robert J. 5812 O'Hara Dr Evansville IN [47711 - {479-0485 
WASZVY |Haynes Keith 5308 Monroe Evansville {IN |47715 477-0102 
\Apfelstadt June 3604 Debbie Ln Evansville _|IN |47711-36621477-7716 
Covert Jeannette 1100 Rosemarie Ave Evansville [IN [47715-5153/477-2977 
Miller Charles H. 1366 Eble Rd Boonville {IN |476014 [853-7848 
Parker Jane 1225 Mesker Park Dr Evansville IN |47720 422-7586 
Phillips Robin B. 4909 Rolling Ridge Dr Evansville _|IN [47712 421-0608 
Pressley Susan 105 S Thomas Ave Evansville |IN [47714 477-7968 
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